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Foreword 

Recognizing  the  importance  of  having  a  government-sponsored  newspaper  to 
disseminate  information  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  new  province  of  Upper 
Canada,  John  Graves  Simcoe,  first  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  province 
(1791-1796),  persuaded  Louis  Roy,  who  had  served  an  apprenticeship  in  a 
printer's  shop  in  Quebec  City,  to  move  to  Newaric  (now  Niagara-on-the 
Lake),  the  first  capital,  to  act  as  the  official  government  printer. 

On  Thursday,  18  April  1793,  Roy  printed  and  published  Volume  1, 
Number  1,  of  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette,  the  first  newspaper  in  what  is  now 
the  province  of  Ontario.  The  front  page  of  this  historic  four-page  folio 
consisted  of  the  text  of  a  speech  by  His  Majesty  King  George  III  delivered 
to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  on  13  December  1792  and  a  proclamation  from 
His  Excellency  Lieutenant  Governor  John  Graves  Simcoe  "for  the  suppression 
of  Vice,  Profanements  &  Immorality"  in  the  province  of  Upper  Canada. 

In  its  early  days,  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette  served  a  sparsely  settled 
frontier  region  of  the  new  province.  Newark  and  York  (now  Toronto)  were 
populated  mainly  by  the  government  and  military  and  their  families.  In  the 
half-century  of  the  Gazette's  existence,  its  circulation  increased  as  the 
population  of  Upper  Canada  grew  rapidly  and  as  muddy  York  became  a 
thriving  commercial  and  manufacturing  town. 

No  complete  file  of  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette  is  known  to  exist,  but 
the  Legislative  Library  is  fortunate  to  have  what  is  probably  the  most 
complete  set,  including  the  first  issue.  Its  holdings  span  the  following 
periods:  1793  to  1809,  1822  to  1824,  and  1826  to  1  May  1845.  So  far  as  is 
known,  the  Gazette  was  not  published  through  most  of  the  war  years  of  1813 
and  1814,  after  American  forces  invaded  Upper  Canada,  occupied  the  new 
capital  of  York,  and  damaged  the  printing  press.  The  newspaper  continued 
to  be  published  to  the  mid- 1840s  -  perhaps  as  late  as  1849  -  although  no 
copies  are  extant  after  1848.  The  Legislative  Library  was  one  of  several 
organizations  that  made  its  holdings  available  to  the  Canadian  Library 
Association  for  microfilming.  The  resulting  microfilm  set  constitutes  the 
most  complete  collection  of  the  Gazette. 

I  commend  the  work  of  Brian  Tobin,  Manager  of  Collections 
Development,  Legislative  Library,  for  researching  and  documenting  the  role 
of  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette,  a  storehouse  of  infomiation  about  early  life  in 
the  province.  Through  its  pages,  readers  can  trace  historic  events  such  as  the 
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abolition  of  slavery,  the  establishment  of  schools  in  all  districts,  the 
construction  of  the  Welland  and  Rideau  canals,  and  the  founding  of  Bytown 
(now  Ottawa),  as  well  as  other  social  and  economic  developments  in  the 
province's  early  years. 

The  publication  of  this  monograph  is  especially  timely,  coming  as  it 
does  two  hundred  years  after  the  appearance  of  the  first  issue  of  the  Upper 
Canada  Gazette  in  April  1793.  This  publication  is  one  of  several  issued  by 
the  Legislative  Library  to  mark  the  Bicentennial  of  the  first  Parliament  of 
Upper  Canada  on  17  September  1792  and  the  Centennial  of  the  opening  of 
the  Legislative  Building  at  Queen's  Park  on  4  April  1893. 


Brian  Land 
Executive  Director 
Ontario  Legislative  Library 
23  March  1993 
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Introduction 

The  Upper  Canada  Gazette  provides  those  interested  in  the  early  history  of 
what  is  now  the  province  of  Ontario  with  a  unique  source  of  information 
about  its  early  political,  social,  and  economic  development.  The  purpose  of 
this  publication  is  to  acquaint  readers  with  the  history  of  the  Gazette  and  its 
place  in  the  development  of  Upper  Canada.  As  well,  it  provides  brief  profiles 
of  eleven  of  the  paper's  printers  and  describes  their  relationship  with  their 
government  employers. 

Throughout  the  Gazette's  publishing  history,  the  administration 
exercised  considerable  editorial  control  over  all  aspects  of  the  content.  This 
degree  of  government  control  determined  the  choice  of  printers  and  led  to 
conflict  between  the  government  and  several  of  its  printers.  Although  the 
government  accepted  and  probably  encouraged  the  inclusion  of  non- 
government infomiation  in  the  paper,  the  printer's  primary  responsibility  was 
to  ensure  that  government  notices  and  proclamations  were  published. 

Research  for  this  project  was  both  challenging  and  exhilarating: 
challenging  because  hard-copy  holdings  for  the  newspaper  are  incomplete, 
and  frequently  the  paper  quality  was  poor  and  the  type  worn  and  barely 
legible;  exhilarating  because  curiosity  and  the  opportunity  to  uncover 
information  in  the  next  page  or  issue  provided  strong  incentives  to  continue 
the  research. 

No  publication  reaches  completion  without  collaboration,  and  this 
work  is  no  exception.  I  am  grateful  to  Mary  Dicicerson,  Deputy  Executive 
Director,  for  her  deteniiination  and  perseverance  to  improve  the  text  and 
guide  it  through  revisions  and  refinements.  I  am  indebted  to  Effie  Kastris  and 
Beverly  Li  for  their  skills  in  preparing  the  text  for  publication  and  for  their 
uncanny  ability  to  read  my  handwriting.  I  would  also  like  to  express  my 
gratitude  to  Rob  Leonard,  Legislative  Photographer,  for  photographing  the 
illustrations  in  this  publication.  And  lastly,  my  appreciation  to  Elizabeth 
Hulse  for  her  remarkable  editing  skills  and  the  benefit  of  her  considerable 
knowledge  of  both  the  history  and  the  newspapers  of  Upper  Canada. 

Brian  Tobin 

Collections  Development 
Ontario  Legislative  Library 
23  March  1993 
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The  Beginnings 

The  Upper  Canada  Gazette,  the  first  newspaper  printed  in  Upper  Canada,  was 
founded  in  1793,  less  than  two  years  after  the  province  was  created  and  less 
than  a  year  after  its  first  Lieutenant  Governor,  John  Graves  Simcoe,  arrived 
there.  That  a  newspaper  was  started  so  soon  after  the  province  established 
its  Legislature  and  executive  offices  is  a  credit  to  Simcoe 's  political  and 
administrative  skills.  While  in  England  preparing  for  his  first  colonial  post, 
he  "had  in  his  own  mind  settled  the  most  minute  details  of  the  government 
of  Upper  Canada,  and  had  written  volumes  to  the  Colonial  Office  stating  the 
various  requirements  of  the  new  command."^ 

One  of  Simcoe 's  requirements  was  for  a  printer  to  be  hired  and  a 
press  set  up  in  the  province's  new  capital  at  Newark  (now  Niagara-on-the- 
Lake).  He  had,  however,  doubted  that  he  would  find  a  qualified  person 
willing  to  relocate  to  the  wilderness.  In  1791  the  population  of  Upper  Canada 
was  14,000,  excluding  aboriginals,"  and  it  was  scattered  along  the  shores  of 
Lake  Ontario  and  Lake  Erie. 

The  Office  of  Printer  seems  to  be  of  the  utmost  importance.  It 
has  been  suggested  to  me  that  by  annexing  the  Office  of  Post 
Master  to  that  of  Printer  a  sufficient  Salary  may  be  annexed  to 
induce  some  person  to  expatriate  ...  But  a  printer  is  indispensably 
necessary;  and  tho'  many  may  be  found  to  rush  into  crowded 
cities,  1  see  no  Ukelihood  that  any  Person  will  venture  into  a 
Wilderness  and  yet  in  the  Infancy  of  this  Establishment  He  will 
be  found  to  be  of  the  utmost  Utility.^ 

Simcoe 's  intention  was  to  set  up  an  Office  of  the  Printer,  government 
supported  and  controlled.  His  commitment  to  a  government  printing  office 
enabled  his  administration  to  make  public  laws,  proclamafions,  notices,  and 
other  government  business.  Thus  Upper  Canada  had  printed  records  from  its 
inception,  and  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette  is  an  important  source  of 
information  for  public  documents  and  records. 

The  government  used  the  Gazette  as  a  means  of  keeping  its  citizens 
informed  of  its  policies.  For  example,  speeches  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
were  often  printed  in  it.  But  the  Gazette  contained  more  than  official 
government  business.  Non-government  material  was  also  included,  as  well 
as   foreign   and   domestic   news,   editorials,   letters   to   the   editor,   and 

1 


The  Upper  Canada  Gazette 

advertisements.  By  including  this  non-official  information  the  Gazette  served 
a  role  as  a  community  newspaper.  For  the  modem  reader  the  paper  provides 
insight  into  the  issues  of  the  day,  the  political  process,  and  the  relationship 
between  its  printers  and  the  administration  on  the  one  hand  and  the  editors 
of  the  independent  press  on  the  other. 

Simcoe  was  instrumental  in  establishing  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette, 
but  he  did  not  create  its  format.  By  1793  newspapers  had  been  long 
established  in  the  Western  world,  and  the  printers  of  the  Gazette  followed  the 
standards  set  by  papers  in  Europe,  the  United  States,  and  especially  British 
North  America  as  to  format,  style,  and  content.  Virtually  all  seventeenth  and 
eighteenth-century  newspapers  used  the  layout  that  had  been  established  by 
the  London  Gazette  in  1665.  This  was  usually  a  two-column  format, 
occasionally  varied  to  three  or  four  columns.  Type  was  usually  Roman  and 
italic  and  type  size  was  commonly  pica  (12-point),  small  pica  (1 1-point),  and 
bourgeois  (9-point). 

The  Halifax  Gazette,  the  first  newspaper  in  what  is  now  Canada,  was 
founded  in  1752.  The  Quebec  Gazette/ La  Gazette  de  Quebec  began 
publication  in  1764.  By  the  1790s  there  were  also  papers  in  Montreal,  Saint 
John,  and  Charlottetown.  Most  were  government  controlled  or  at  least 
recipients  of  government  prinfing  jobs  and  thus  shared  similarities  in  content. 
Prominence  was  given  to  official  infomiation,  including  laws  passed, 
proclamafions,  notices  of  land  sales,  and  speeches.  IntemaUonal  news  was 
often  included  in  government  newspapers.  In  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette  it 
was  referred  to  as  "foreign  intelligence"  and  was  usually  extracted  from 
American  (especially  New  York,  Albany,  and  Philadelphia)  or  London  papers 
and  could  be  anywhere  from  one  month  to  six  months  old.  Early  newspapers 
carried  no  bylines  or  headlines  such  as  we  are  accustomed  to  today.  The 
heading  for  an  article  often  read  "From  a  New  York  paper"  or  "We  have 
extracted  the  following  from  a  London  paper." 

In  the  early  years  of  settlement,  local  news  did  not  fill  much  space 
in  the  government  newspapers,  especially  when  communities  had  small 
populations  and  word  of  mouth  was  a  more  effective  method  of 
communicating  local  events.  Notices  from  the  public  accepted  for  publication 
in  the  paper  ranged  from  articles  for  sale  to  rewards  for  the  return  of  strayed 
cows  and  fugitive  slaves,  threats  against  people  who  might  be  harbouring 
runaway  wives,  or  petifions  to  the  Legislature.    The  printers  also  included 
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advertisements  from  local  merchants,  and  while  these  took  up  little  space, 
they  would  have  generated  essential  income  for  those  printers  who  could  not 
subsist  solely  on  government  printing  jobs. 


The  Printers 

The  Upper  Canada  Gazette  survived  for  more  than  fifty  years,  largely 
because  of  government  support  and  despite  the  disadvantages  of  untrained  or 
inexperienced  printers  and  the  fact  that  much  of  Upper  Canada  remained  a 
hinterland  for  at  least  half  of  the  paper's  existence.  Overall,  the  Gazette 
resembled  contemporary  newspapers,  but  upon  closer  inspection  it  is  evident 
that  not  all  its  printers  possessed  the  talent,  training,  and  expertise  of  printers 
elsewhere.  For  example,  illustrations  first  appeared  in  the  Upper  Canada 
Gazette  in  1801.  By  contrast,  the  Halifax  Gazette  had  been  using  illustrations 
since  its  founding  in  1752.  Of  the  eleven  individuals  hired  by  the 
government  to  operate  its  printing  office  between  1793  and  1844,  several  had 
not  been  trained  as  printers.  Titus  Geer  Simons  was  a  soldier,  John  Cameron 
a  merchant,  and  Robert  Home  an  amiy  surgeon  and  later  a  banker;  Robert 
Stanton  had  held  various  civil  appointments,  including  magistrate.  Clearly, 
trained  foremen  on  whom  they  could  rely  to  do  the  actual  typesetting  and 
printing  were  hard  to  find.  Louis  Roy  and  John  Bennett,  both  of  whom  had 
received  training  in  the  office  of  the  Quebec  Gazette,  Charles  Fothergill,  who 
had  long  had  literary  interests,  and  Richard  Watson  were  the  best  qualified 
to  fill  the  position  of  government  printer,  and  their  expertise  is  evident  in  the 
papers  they  issued. 

If  expertise  was  not  always  a  requisite  for  the  position  of  government 
printer,  support  of  the  government  was.  The  political  opinions  of  the  printers 
were  often  pitted  against  govermiient  policy  and  were  the  cause  for  dismissal, 
rather  than  a  lack  of  qualifications.  Non-government  infomiation  might  be 
included  in  the  Gazette  so  long  as  it  was  not  as  prominent  as  government 
business  and  was  favourable,  or  at  least  impartial  to  the  government  and  the 
Crown.  Anti-government  sentiment  usually  resulted  in  the  printer's  dismissal. 
All  but  four  printers  were  dismissed  or  resigned  because  of  conflicts  over  the 
content  of  the  Gazette.  Only  Louis  Roy,  who  resigned  to  return  to  Lower 
Canada,  and  John  Cameron  and  Richard  Watson,  who  both  died  in  office, 
seem  to  have  had  a  harmonious  relationship  with  the  government  for  the 
length  of  their  tenure. 
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Louis  Roy 

Lieutenant  Governor  Simcoe  arrived  from  England  in  the  fall  of  1791 
and  spent  the  winter  and  spring  of  1792  in  Lower  Canada.  While  there, 
probably  in  the  Montreal  printing  office  of  Fleury  Mesplet,  he  met  Louis  Roy 
and  subsequently  appointed  him  the  first  government  printer  for  Upper 
Canada.  Roy  had  been  apprenticed  to  William  Brown,  proprietor  of  the 
Quebec  Gazette,  whose  shop,  later  owned  by  Samuel  Neilson,  handled  both 
commercial  and  government  contracts.  Roy  travelled  to  Upper  Canada  in  the 
fall  of  1792  but  did  not  begin  printing  the  Gazette  until  the  following  spring. 
As  government  printer,  he  was  required  to  publish  the  official  weekly 
newspaper,  which  would  include  notices,  proclamations,  and  speeches,  as 
instructed  by  various  government  officials."*  He  was  also  responsible  for 
printing  the  statutes  and  any  proclamations,  speeches,  and  other  documents 
that  were  separately  issued. 

Roy's  first  order  to  England  was  for 

40  reams  of  crown  paper;  80  reams  of  demy;  20  reams  of 
foolscap;  20  reams  of  printing  post;  6  reams  of  4*^  gilt  post;  3 
reams  of  wrapping  post;  1  ledger  and  day  book;  2  barrels  of  ink.^ 

Shortly  after,  a  second  order  was  sent  for 

6  bundles  of  printing  demy;  8  reams  of  printing  crown;  10  reams 
of  printing  post;  8  reams  of  folio  foolscap,  plain;  9  reams  of 
quarto  post,  plain;  4  reams  of  quarto  post,  gilt;  and  6  reams  of 
quarto  post,  black  edge.^ 

Roy  also  ordered  a  large  shipment  of  type,  consisting  of  a  "varied  assortment 
of  type  suitable  for  headings  and  title-pages  ...  [as  well  as]  a  series  of  type 
faces,  both  in  Roman  and  Italic,  comprising  Brevier,  Long  Primer,  Small  Pica, 
Pica,  Great  Primer,  and  Double  Pica."^ 

The  supply  of  type  was  less  of  a  problem  than  paper  for  the  printers 
of  the  Gazette.  Although  it  had  to  be  imported,  type  could  be  reused  and  had 
to  be  replaced  only  after  it  became  worn.  (There  would  be  no  local  supplier 
of  type  until  the  1850s,  when  the  Montreal  Type  Foundry  opened  an  office 
in  Toronto.^) 
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to  llie  left  inifitn»of  ILi -.ijoi'i-,  (;iv;-ii  lo,.  ?  ?  j  ..  t 
c.iu!ng  all  Lawi  nade  »r  i  ;■;  li!.i;.  -"  y,  r.i:.,  ■  •,  , 
Ailultery,  Forniulion,  .''jI;;  •ly,  !■..  - !.  IVi  :  .■..'■.■..\ 
of  Ihf  Loidt  Diy.Sworin;;  .■■.-.n  Urimtn..-:  ,  l  j  L  :  ..•-.,■, Iv 
nut  in  Eicruiion  in  e»ety  pirt  of  llie  '  ...viK'.  liti'i 
Ihmlorc  dIrrA.  require  irid  coriniaiij  \\i- 1'^-.  clVri-cik 
•ndCnnnjblcsorthcrevrrjl  Towns  »:id  1  ,;-.r.  ..|  •.,  lo 
iralte  prefciilinent  uponOjlh,  ofinyofl'.e  Viu  .  I'furc 
mentioned,  tn  (he  Juftices  of  the  Peace  in  llicii  ieilion 
or  lo  any  of  the  oilier  tempnnl  Coiirli :  Ami  lor 
llie  more  eFeAiul  proceedin;  heiein,  ill  Judge-,  Juflicei 
and  MaglDntc*  and  all  other  otticers  concerned  f:>x 
putting  iheLamagainll  Crimes  and  Ollences  into  exe- 
cution, are  direfled  and  conitnmded  to  exert  theMilelvcs 
lor  the  due  profeculion  and  punilljment  of  all  uerfons', 
who  Ihall  prefume  lo  cllend  in  any  of  the  kinds  alure- 
laiu ;  and  aifo  of  ill  perfons  that,  cniUMry  to  their 
duly,  Ihall  be  remift  or  negligent  in  pulling  the  laid 
Laws  in  excqttioii.  And  1  do  further  charge  and  coiu- 
ni'nd,  that  Ihii  Proclamation  be  publiclily  reid  in  all 
Conrlaof  Jullice,  on  the  firft  day  of  e%ery  Selfion  to 
be  held  in  the  courfe  o(  the  prcfent  year,  and  more  cf- 
necially  in  fuch  ol  His  Majcfty's  Courts,  as  luve  the 
Cugniunce  of  Crimes  and  OHences;  recoinmendme  the 
fji.e,  to  all  Chriftian  Minillersof  every  denuniinalion 
|r>  caufe  the  fame  Proclanution  to  be  read  Ic-ur  times 
in  the  fjid  year,  iinmedijlcly  after  Uivine  Ser\ice,  i^n 
all  plirs  of  Public  Worlhip,  and  that  tlify  do  Iheir'ui- 
mnll  Endeavour,  to  incite  their  refpe^iive  Aiiditoi,  to 
the  praMice  ol  Piety  and  Virtue,and  the  avoidinr  (.1  cveiy 
courle,  contrary  lo  the  pure  Morality  of  the  Kelio'un 
ol  the  Holy  Golpel  oljeius  Chrirt.      '  •^''"g"" 

GivtH  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  at  Arms  at  the  Go- 
»ernment  Houle,  Navy  Hall,  the  Eltveiiih 
day  of  April,  m  the  Year  ol  our  I.o'd  One 
thouf^nd  leven  Hundred  j-id  Nineiy-Ihree,  and 
ni     the    Thirty-lhidd    Vear    of    His  Majefiy's 


fy  Nil  Erctlln-y'i  CommmJ, 

VHH.  JAR  VIS,    Secretary. 


J.G.5. 


THE    KING'S  SPEECH 

TO  lOTH    HnuSCS    Or  PAKLIAUCNT. 

Dictmbtr  13,  1792, 

Afv  L:}i^s  cnii  Genttfm^jit 

HWING  judged  it  neceT:'ry  fo  embody  a  pirt  of 
the  militia  "f  this  Ki-;rdi,..,  I  hive  in  purfu.ince 
of  l!:epiovir"nof  li..  !.!?,  c.ill"d  you  together 
w.ll':n  ll;riii-e  !"i>:ie.l  for  ll;i;  r-itv-re,  it  is  on  every 
account,  .-.  ;.ic.,  i..!i;iji'i:or.  I  >  i.:.-  u-  •r.eft  you  in  pjr- 
lii-rent  at  thi'  '  rjun ^.ire.  '.  .i.oLiu  have  been  h:ipny 
if  \  rniih:  S.vc  .',':ioiin  cj  10  you  the  feaire  and  un- 
il:i:i:fl>fd  ..rr.iiniunrc  of  a'-l  llie  blelinjs  wliiih  my 
li:l.;'vis  hjv-  -lerived  fion:  a  ftile  of  tr.inquilily  ;  but 
eve  Is  have  rf<-pily  occurud  »!iich  require  our  u'litej 
v:,';i!3i:ce  s-vi  r-.»rl'on  in  o^dcr  10  preferve  the  advjuta- 
jr;  tihii'i  ••■  '•  ■  ehiiherlo  r  v-'yed. 

The  fcJl-r  .  rirf'.ices  wMch  have  been  in  a  Rieat 
ineafure  ih.'krd  by  vour  firm  and  explicit  deljr^tion 
in  the  l.id  ledion,  and  by  the  gener  I  concurrence  of  my 
people  in  the  fame  fenliments,  haveoflaie  been  more 
Ojicnlv  rene-vcd,  .ind  with  inrrea'ed  aftivilj,  A  fpiril  of 
luiiiult  ami  diforder  (ihe  nituril  conrequeiffe  of  fuch 
practices)  has Ihetrn  iMelf  in  afls  of  riot  and  inrurre«ion, 
whifli  reijnired  Ihe  iirerimdtion  of  a  military  force  iit 
(upporl  of  IheCivil  ^!lglliIale.  The  induliry  employed 
to  excite  dirciKife^il  on  various  pretexts  ai)d  in  diHerent 
pi'ls  of  the  kingdom  has  appeared  to  prbceed  from  a 
defign  Inaltemptthe  deftrjction  of  ourhjppyconftituli- 
011,  and  ihe  fubverlion  of  all  order  and  £uvemment ;  and 
thisde'Ign  has  evidv-'ntly  been  purfued  in  cunneAion. 
and  concert  with  perfons  in  forngn  countries. 

I  have  carefuly  obferved  a  ftri^t  neutrality  in  Ihe  pre- 
fent  war  on  the  continent,  and  have  uniformly  abflained 
from  any  interference  with  relpeft  to  the  iniem.1l  affairs 
of  Fm  c;  but  it  is  impodible  for  me  to  lee,  without 
the  mod  fcriuus  nneahnefs,  the  m*ng  and  increaling 
indications  which  have  appeared  there  ol  an  intention 
lo  excite  diilnrbances  in  other  countries,  to  difregard 
the  rights  ofnrutral  lations,  and  lopurfue  viewsof  con- 
queft  and  acr.nJircinent,-  as  well  as  toadopi  lowrdsmy 
allies  Ihe  Stales  Oenrral  (who  have  obferved  the  faui 
neulrariy  Willi  mylell )  mealures  which  ire  neither  con- 
formable to  Ihe  law  ol  nations,  nor  to  Ihe  pofitive  fti- 
pulalions  of  exifting  treaties.  Under  ill  Ihele  circumllan. 
ce>  I  have  fell  it  my  indifpcnfible  duty  to  have  recourle 
to  Ihofe  meiiis  of  prevention  and  internal  defence  with 
which  I  am  entrufted  by  law  ,-  and  I  have  alio  thought 
it  right  to  like  fteps  for  making  I'ome  augmentation  of 
my  nav.il  and  military  force,  being  perluided  that  thefe 
exertions  are  ncfelfiry  in  Ihe  prefenl  (tale  of  affairs,  and 
are  bell  cihiilaled  both  to  maintain  internal  Innquilily, 
and  to  re-  der  a  firm  and  leinpetate  coiidufi  elieetual  lor 
pieferving  ihe  blelDngs  of  |ieace. 

Nothing  will  be  neglefted  on  my  part  that  can  contri- 
bute lo  thai  import  ant  obiea.conliftentlvwilH^hefeciirity 
olmy  kingdoms.tand  with  the  faitfnll  perl.xinanre  of  en- 
ngenienis  which  we  are  bouod  equally  by  luiereft  and 
honour  to  fulbl. 


Front  page  of  the  first  issue  of  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette,  18  April  1793. 


Printing  press  probably  used  to  print  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette. 
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The  first  press  used  to  print  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette  was  a 
wooden  screw  press.  It  was  purchased  second-hand  by  Simcoe  from  Samuel 
Neilson  in  Quebec  City.  This  English-made  common  press  was  the  type  in 
use  in  the  eighteenth  and  early  nineteenth  centuries. 

[It]  called  for  the  inking  of  the  type-form  by  hand,  the  setting  of 
the  sheet  of  paper  on  the  form,  the  lowering  of  the  tympan,  the 
turning  of  a  crank  to  bring  the  form  under  the  platen  for  the 
impression,  and  the  pulling  of  a  lever  to  exert  the  necessary 
pressure.  The  process  sounds  awkward  and  cumbersome  and 
tedious,  as  indeed  it  was;  though  a  journeyman  printer  and  an 
apprentice  working  together  could  obtain  as  many  as  from  forty 
to  fifty  impressions  an  hour.' 

The  press  would  be  used  by  the  printers  of  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette  until 
1813,  when  it  was  severely  damaged  following  the  capture  of  York  by 
American  forces  during  the  War  of  1812. 

The  first  issue  of  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette,  or  American  Oracle 
appeared  on  18  April  1793.  It  was  a  four-page  folio,  had  a  two-column 
layout,  and  measured  nine  by  fourteen  inches.  The  masthead  carried  the  seal 
of  Upper  Canada  and  the  royal  motto  "Dieu  et  Mon  Droit."  As  might  be 
expected,  the  front  page  of  the  first  issue  gave  prominence  to  Simcoe's 
proclamation.  Almost  half  of  the  issue  was  devoted  to  "foreign  intelligence" 
and,  not  surprisingly,  very  little  attention  given  to  local  news.  About  half  a 
page  was  taken  up  with  advertisements  and  noUces,  including  an 
announcement  to  all  cultivators  of  barley  that  a  ready  market  for  their  grain 
would  be  ensured  through  the  construction  of  a  brewery  later  in  the  summer. 

The  Lieutenant  Governor's  proclamation  in  the  inaugural  issue  was 
a  strong  statement  about  the  laws 

made  against  Blasphemy,  Profaneness,  Adultery,  Fornication, 
Polygamy,  Incest,  Profanation  of  the  Lords  Day.  Swearing  and 
Drunkcness,  to  be  sU"ictly  put  in  Execution  in  every  part  of  the 
Province.'" 

Roy's  introduction  of  his  newspaper  to  the  public  was  assigned  to  the  back 
page  and  is  reproduced  below  as  it  originally  appeared. 
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The  Editor  of  this  News  Paper,  respectfully  informs  the  Public, 
that  the  flattering  prospect  which  he  has  of  an  extensive  sale  for 
his  new  undertaking,  has  enabled  him  to  augment  the  size 
originally  proposed  from  a  Demy  Quarto  to  a  Folio. 

The  encouragement  he  has  met,  will  call  forth  every  exertion 
he  is  master  of,  so  as  to  render  the  paper  useful  entertaining  and 
instructive,  he  will  be  very  happy  in  being  favoured  with  such 
communications  as  may  contribute  to  the  information  of  the 
public,  from  those  who  shall  be  disposed  to  assist  him,  and  in 
particular  shall  be  highly  flattered  in  becoming  the  Vehicle  of 
Intelligence  in  this  growing  Province,  of  whatever  may  tend  to  its 
internal  benefit  and  common  advantage.  In  order  to  preserve  the 
Veracity  of  his  paper,  which  will  be  the  first  object  of  his 
attention,  it  will  be  requisite  that  all  transactions  of  a  domestic 
nature,  such  as  Deaths,  Marriages,  &c.  be  communicated  under 
real  signatures." 

The  Upper  Canada  Gazette  sold  for  three  dollars  per  annum  in 
1793.*  It  is  not  certain  what  the  circulation  was  in  the  early  days,  but  a 
notice  in  the  19  July  1794  issue  requested  that  subscriptions  be  paid  up  and 
asked  that  payment  be  made  to  local  agents  situated  in  Newark,  York, 
Kingston,  and  Detroit,  an  indication  that  the  newspaper  received  fairly  wide 
distribution  throughout  the  province. 


*  The  decimal  system  of  currency  (dollars  and  cents)  was  not  adopted  as  official 
in  what  is  now  Ontario  until  1858.  Until  then  a  mixture  of  dollars  and  pounds  was 
in  use.  To  further  complicate  matters,  different  regions  of  British  North  America 
used  local  standards,  so  that  there  was  Halifax  currency,  Quebec  currency,  and  York 
currency,  as  well  as  pounds  sterling.  Throughout  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette  there 
are  references  to  all  these  currencies.  For  example,  it  was  common  for  the  paper  to 
quote  subscription  rates  in  dollars  and  advertising  rates  in  shillings,  while  payments 
for  services  might  be  made  in  York,  Quebec,  or  Halifax  currency. 

According  to  A.B.  McCullough  in  Money  and  Exchange  in  Canada  to  1900  (Toronto: 
Dundum  Press,  1984),  the  British  government  valued  the  dollar  at  four  shilHngs  and 
six  pence  prior  to  1825  and  at  four  shillings  and  four  pence  after  1825.  See  also  the 
chapter  "Currency  and  Banking,  1760-1841"  in  Canada  and  its  Provinces,  edited  by 
Adam  Shortt  and  Arthur  G.  Doughty  (Toronto:  Glasgow,  Brook  and  Company,  1914), 
vol.  4. 
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Roy  left  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette  and  the  province  in  late  1794. 
The  following  year  he  launched  the  bilingual  Montreal  Gazette/La  Gazette  de 
Montreal  His  tenure  as  Upper  Canada's  printer  had  been  brief,  but  his 
contribution  to  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette  should  not  be  underestimated. 
Simcoe  was  fortunate  to  have  had  a  printer  with  his  qualifications.  Roy's 
knowledge  and  skills  enabled  him  to  establish,  on  the  frontier,  a  newspaper 
that  was  similar  in  style  and  appearance  to  those  in  more  established  areas  of 
North  America. 


Gideon  and  Silvester  Tiffany 

Louis  Roy  was  replaced  by  Gideon  Tiffany  in  1794.  Gideon  was 
joined  later  by  his  brother  Silvester,  who  was  appointed  assistant  printer  in 
1796.  Both  were  trained  craftsmen  who  had  learned  the  printing  trade  in  their 
native  United  States.  Bom  in  1759,  Silvester  apparently  began  his  training 
in  1777.  By  1791  he  had  his  own  printing  shop  in  Lansingburgh  (Troy), 
New  York.^"  Gideon,  bom  in  1774,  joined  his  brother  there  after 
completing  his  education  in  New  Hampshire. ^^ 

The  Tiffanys  made  dramatic  changes  to  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette 
in  both  layout  and  content.  In  the  summer  of  1795  Gideon  began  using  a 
three-column  format,  and  increased  the  use  of  italics  and  small  type.  The 
smaller  type  allowed  him  more  space  for  content,  but  it  also  made  the  paper 
more  cluttered  in  appearance  and  difficult  to  read. 

Under  the  Tiffanys  the  paper  contained  a  greater  amount  of  American 
news,  much  of  it  on  the  front  page.  Govemment  proclamations,  often  in  fine 
print,  were  relegated  to  the  back  pages  with  the  local  news.  Occasionally, 
Gideon  printed  his  own  advertisements  on  the  front  page.  For  example,  on 
2  November  1796  he  used  a  front-page  column  to  list  books  he  had  received 
and  which  were  for  sale  at  the  printing  office. 

When  there  was  not  enough  American  news  or  if  "foreign 
intelligence"  had  not  been  received.  Tiffany  printed  literary  material.  Poetry 
and  anecdotes  appeared  as  early  as  5  October  1796.  Although  they  were 
usually  not  signed,  the  paper  from  which  they  were  extracted  was  often  noted. 
Beginning  on  26  October  that  year  and  running  for  several  weeks  was  a 
feature  essay  signed  by  "The  Lay  Preacher,"  which  contained  thoughts  of  the 
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day  on  proper  moral  behaviour.  In  the  same  October  issue  was  an  article  on 
"Subjects  for  the  Consideration  of  Ladies,  Delicacy  and  Bashfulness." 

On  14  December  1796  Tiffany  published  the  first  letter  to  the  editor, 
signed  by  Trim  Sharp  of  40  Mile  Creek  (now  Grimsby),  commenting  on  the 
state  of  roads  in  the  colony. 

People  have  long  complained  of  the  roads  in  this  province; 
strangers,  in  particular,  who  come  from  places  in  the  world  where 
roads  are  considered  as  convenient  to  interest  and  pleasure,  have 
not  hesitated  to  declare  them  the  worst  in  the  world. 

Tiffany  had  Simcoe's  permission  to  print  news  and  extracts  from 
other  newspapers,  but  the  Lieutenant  Governor  expressed  "concern  with  the 
political  content  of  Gideon  Tiffany's  Gazetre"^^  and  expected  his  printer  to 
be  loyal  and  support  the  British  government.  In  1795  Simcoe's  secretary, 
E.B.  Littlehales,  had  written  to  Gideon, 

The  Lieutenant  Governor  wishing  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette  to 
improve  by  degrees  and  to  establish  a  character,  is  desirous  that 
this  character  should  be  founded  in  its  truth.  He  therefore  as  I 
believe,  he  personally  told  you  that  you  might  print  all  news, 
provided  you  gave  the  authority  of  the  paper  from  whence  it  was 
taken,  can  have  no  objection  to  your  continuing  to  do  so.  Of 
course  your  own  good  sense  and  discretion  in  a  variety  of 
intelligence  would  induce  you  to  prefer  that,  if  it  appears  to  be 
true,  which  is  most  favourable  to  the  British  Government.  You 
may  depend  upon  it  that  while  you  act  uprightly  and  industriously, 
you  will  meet  with  His  Excellency's  support.'^ 

This  directive  appears  to  have  been  ignored  by  the  Tiffanys.  They  continued 
to  print  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette  as  though  it  was  a  free  and  independent 
paper  over  which  they  had  complete  editorial  control.  Simcoe  seems  to  have 
been  willing  to  allow  the  inclusion  of  non-government  news  in  the  paper  but 
was  determined  not  to  hand  over  complete  editorial  control  to  his  printers. 
The  Tiffanys,  however,  were  not  only  printers,  they  were  also  journalists. 
Simcoe's  interest  in  the  newspaper  was  as  a  means  of  publicizing  government 
business;  the  Tiffanys  were  more  concerned  with  reporting  news.  The 
differences  were  never  resolved. 
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No  amount  of  government  support  could  ensure  delivery  of  supplies. 
Shipments  from  England  or  the  United  States  were  not  always  reliable, 
occasionally  being  disrupted  by  shipwreck  or  war,  and  importing  from  the 
United  States  was  viewed  as  anti-British.  Gideon  Tiffany  was  severely 
reprimanded  by  Littlehales  for  procuring  paper  from  New  York  State.  In  a 
letter  dated  15  February  1796,  Littlehales  wrote  to  Tiffany, 

His  Excellency  is  much  surprised  in  seeing  an  advertisement  in 
the  late  Gazette  you  published  respecting  the  scarcity  of  paper  in 
Albany.  I  am  therefore  to  signify  to  you,  that  in  future,  you  must 
procure  paper  from  Montreal,  as  you  will  not  be  permitted  to  get 
it  from  the  United  States.'^ 

Despite  criticism  from  Simcoe's  administration,  Gideon  Tiffany 
continued  as  government  printer  until  1797,  when  he  was  disqualified  from 
public  office  by  a  court  conviction. '^  Silvester  remained  as  assistant  printer 
unfil  1798.  Following  their  departure  from  the  Gazette  office,  the  Tiffanys 
founded  Upper  Canada's  first  independent  newspaper,  the  Canada 
Constellation,  on  19  July  1799.  It  lasted  about  a  year  ceasing  some  time  in 
1800.  In  1801  Silvester  founded  another  weekly,  the  Niagara  Herald.  It  too 
was  short-lived;  the  last  issue  appeared  on  28  August  1802. 


Titus  Geer  Simons  and  William  Waters 

Simcoe  left  Upper  Canada  in  1796.  His  successor,  Peter  Hunter,  did 
not  arrive  until  1799.  In  the  interim  the  administration  of  the  province  was 
handled  by  Peter  Russell,  president  of  the  ExecuUve  Council.  After  Gideon 
Tiffany  left  office,  the  Council  took  steps  to  ensure  that  the  Upper  Canada 
Gazette  was  first  and  foremost  a  government  newspaper.  Its  first  move  was 
to  appoint  Titus  Geer  Simons  as  Tiffany's  replacement.  Simons  was  a  former 
soldier  with  no  prinfing  experience.  After  Tiffany's  tenure,  however,  the 
administration  was  more  concerned  to  have  a  printer  loyal  to  the  government 
than  with  its  appointee's  qualifications.  Simons  was  the  son  of  a  Loyalist, 
while  the  Tiffanys  were  recent  immigrants  from  the  United  States.  In 
addifion  to  the  appointment  of  a  "safe"  individual  as  printer,  the  Executive 
Council  exercised  more  direct  control  over  how  government  infomiation  was 
presented  in  the  Gazette.  At  its  meeting  on  25  April  1798,  the  Council 
resolved   "That  he   [Simons]   print   in  the   first  page  of  this  paper  all 


I 


The  Upper  Canada  Gazette 

proclamations  and  also  whatever  issues  from  the  Lieutenant  Governor's 
Office."'^ 

Despite  his  lack  of  experience,  Simons  appeared  determined  to 
enhance  the  content  of  the  Gazette.  In  the  introductory  column  of  his  first 
issue  on  20  September  1797,  he  asked  for  the  continued  support  of  the 
subscribers  and  expressed  the  desire  to  make  the  Gazette  more  useful  and 
interesting.  He  hoped  that  this  would  be  possible  because  the  establishment 
of  postal  service  between  York  and  the  United  States'  garrison  at  Fort 
Niagara  would  give  him  greater  access  to  foreign,  primarily  American, 
newspapers  and  those  from  eastern  British  North  America.  The  postal  service 

opens  a  correspondence  with  every  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  Provinces  of  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick  &c.  and  will  be  a 
continued  source  of  new  and  interesting  intelligence.  To  improve 
the  important  advantage  to  the  rendering  the  Gazette  useful,  will 
be  his  particular  attention. 

The  postal  service  provided  the  Gazette  with  another  public  function. 
Since  the  post  master  was  required  only  to  receive  letters  but  not  to  ensure 
their  delivery,  Simons  used  the  Gazette  to  print  the  names  of  those  for  whom 
mail  was  being  held.  To  accommodate  the  subscribers,  he  changed  the 
publication  date  of  the  Gazette  from  Wednesday  to  Saturday  so  as  to  include 
notice  of  mail  delivered  from  the  United  States,  which  arrived  each  Thursday. 

Simons's  organization  of  the  content  of  the  Gazette  gave  it  a  less 
cluttered  appearance  than  it  had  had  under  Tiffany.  With  the  first  page 
reserved  for  government  affairs,  he  devoted  the  second  and  third  pages  to 
foreign  news  and  extracts  from  other  newspapers,  which  were  useful, 
according  to  him,  because  they  "served  to  exhilarate  the  spirits,  inform  the 
understanding,  refomi  the  manners,  or  mend  the  heart;  which  though  it  be  no 
news  is  highly  preferable  to  bad  news."^^  Advertisements  and  local  news 
appeared  on  the  back  page.  Very  little  local  news  was  printed  since  word-of- 
mouth  communication  was  still  more  timely  than  a  weekly  newspaper. 
However,  in  a  letter  printed  in  the  Gazette  on  15  February  1800  a  reader  felt 
there  was  a  need  for  birth,  marriage,  and  death  notices: 

These  are  to  us  [the  rural  population]  of  far  more  importance  than 
affairs  of  state,  or  the  history  of  war;  they  are  matters  that  come 
home  to  our  business  and  bosoms. 
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There  continued  to  be  concern  among  the  Executive  Council  that  too 
much  American  news  appeared  in  the  Gazette.  John  Elmsley,  the  Chief 
Justice,  felt  that  the  Tiffanys  exerted  too  much  influence  over  Simons. 

Pray  is  there  no  possibility  of  having  another  Printer?  for  tho' 
Simons's  name  is  used,  the  Tiffany's  are  the  real  managers.  The 
King's  Speech  was  after  some  time  inserted:  &  the  address  of 
both  houses,  as  that  of  the  Lords;  but  the  King's  answer,  the 
finest  thing  in  Modem  History,  &  which  ought  to  be  circulated  in 
all  his  Dominions,  &  got  by  heart  by  all  his  Subjects,  has  never 
made  its  appearance;  while  every  trifle  relating  to  the  damn'd 
States  is  printed  in  large  character.^" 

Elmsley's  concern  might  have  been  justified.  Gideon  Tiffany,  while  no 
longer  associated  with  the  paper,  lived  in  Newark  (now  called  Niagara),  and 
his  brother  Silvester  was  still  Simons's  assistant.  Lending  support  to 
Elmsley's  accusation  is  the  fact  that  the  Legislature  had  relocated  from 
Niagara  to  York  in  1796,  but  the  Gazette  continued  to  be  printed  at  Niagara. 
At  an  arm's  length  from  the  seat  of  government,  the  Tiffanys  could  have 
exercised  considerable  influence  over  the  loyal,  but  inexperienced  Simons. 

Elmsley's  concern  was  resolved  in  1798  when  William  Waters  was 
appointed  co-printer  with  Simons,  replacing  Silvester  Tiffany.  Later  that  year 
the  Gazette  office  moved  to  York.  The  new  partnership,  under  the  style 
"Wm.  Waters  and  T.G.  Simons,"  continued  until  1801.  From  all  appearances 
it  was  an  amicable  union.  In  1799  Peter  Hunter  was  installed  as  the  new 
Lieutenant  Governor,  and  before  the  end  of  the  year,  Waters  and  Simons  were 
the  first  printers  in  Upper  Canada  officially  to  carry  the  tide  "Printers  to  the 
King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty,"  bestowed  by  proclamation  on  24 
September."'  Towards  the  end  of  their  tenure,  they  wrote  in  a  notice  "To 
the  Public,"  which  was  printed  in  every  issue  throughout  January  1801,  that 
they  had  worked  hard  at  their  objective  of  expanding  the  paper. 

During  the  past  year  they  [Waters  and  Simons]  have  considerably 
increased  the  dimensions  of  their  paper,  and,  not  satisfied  with 
adding  to  the  bulk,  have  conu*ived  to  render  the  columns  still 
more  capacious,  by  printing  a  proportion  (occasionally)  of  the 
occurrences  of  the  week  in  a  small  type.  Therefore,  the  Friends 
and  Patrons  of  the  Gazette,  will  find  a  very  material  augmentation 
of  size  and  contents,  without  any  augmentation  of  price. 
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John  Bennett 

By  the  middle  of  1801,  Waters  and  Simons  had  been  dismissed  for 
reporting  that  William  Allan,  a  prominent  financial  figure  and  a  holder  of 
several  public  offices,  would  be  a  candidate  in  the  election  of  1800.  The 
report  was  false,  and  Allan  was  so  incensed  that  he  used  his  considerable 
influence  to  have  the  printers  dismissed.^^  They  were  replaced  by  John 
Bennett,  who  brought  excellent  credentials,  having  trained  in  Samuel 
Neilson's  shop,  where  Louis  Roy  had  apprenticed. 

Bennett's  issues  of  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette  continued  to  combine 
government  edicts  with  essays,  poems,  and  miscellaneous  items.  As  his 
predecessors  had  done,  Bennett  sought  to  make  the  paper  interesting  and  of 
high  calibre.   His  introductory  column  on  28  July  1801  explains. 

The  Oracle  [Upper  Canada  Gazette]  will  comprehend  all  domestic 
intelligence,  as  also  such  productions  as  may  conduce  to  improve 
the  mind  without  injuring  the  morals;  but  licentious  writings  and 
personal  invective  will  be  carefully  avoided  and  constantly 
rejected. 

A  small  department  of  the  Paper  will  also  be  allotted  to  useful 
and  entertaining  Miscellany  and  the  most  esteemed  production  of 
the  muses. 

The  House  of  Assembly  was  prorogued  in  March  1804,  and  that 
spring  Bennett  carried  notices  for  election  candidates  in  the  Gazette.  On  12 
May,  for  example,  letters  addressed  to  the  "Free  and  Independent  Electors" 
of  Durham,  Simcoe,  and  the  East  Riding  of  York,  signed  by  candidates 
Angus  MacDonell  and  William  Weekes,  appeared  in  the  paper.  Issues  from 
the  time  of  the  previous  election  in  1800  do  not  survive,  and  these  notices  in 
1804  are  the  earliest  known  examples  of  campaign  literature  in  the  Gazette, 
though  Waters  and  Simons  had  earlier  printed  notices  for  candidates  in  the 
form  of  broadsides.  On  19  May  Bennett  published  the  locations  and  dates  for 
the  elections  to  be  held  11  and  18  June,  and  the  election  results  appeared  in 
the  paper  on  4  August  1804. 

Bennett  enjoyed  a  lengthy  stay  as  "Printer  to  the  King,"  from  July 
1801  until  he  relinquished  his  duties  in  March  1807,  as  a  result  of  a  salary 
dispute  with  the  government.     (It  is  not  clear  whether  he  was  fired  or 
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resigned.)  His  accomplishments,  in  addition  to  the  weekly  Gazette,  had 
included  a  volume  of  statutes,  published  in  1804,  containing  all  the  laws 
passed  in  Upper  Canada  since  1792,  as  well  as  the  British  statutes  governing 
the  colony,  the  first  such  collection  produced  in  Upper  Canada. 


John  Cameron 

Bennett  was  succeeded  by  John  Cameron,  a  merchant.  Two  months 
after  Bennett  left,  he  returned  to  the  Gazette  office  and  continued  as  printer 
with  Cameron  for  another  year.^^  No  explanation  was  given  in  the  paper, 
but  it  is  suspected  that  Cameron  needed  Bennett's  prinUng  expertise.^'* 
Cameron's  first  edition  of  15  April  1807  appeared  with  some  significant 
differences.  The  name  of  the  paper  was  changed  to  the  York  Gazette.  The 
new  name  was  not  explained  in  the  paper  which  had  been  printed  in  York 
since  1798.  The  second  change  was  from  a  three  to  a  four-column  layout, 
which  easily  fit  onto  the  larger  ten  by  sixteen  inch  paper  Bennett  had  begun 
using  in  1806. 

Cameron's  choice  of  content  for  the  York  Gazette  throughout  1806 
and  1 807  reflects  prosperous,  peaceful  times  for  the  growing  colony  of  Upper 
Canada.  The  9  May  1806  issue  listed  the  public  school  trustees  for  all  the 
districts,  and  the  issue  of  23  May  announced  the  appointment  of  George  Okill 
Stuart  as  teacher  of  the  district  school  in  the  town  of  York,  to  open  the  first 
of  June.  Also  in  the  9  May  issue  was  an  excerpt  "From  the  1 1*  no.  of  Bell's 
monthly  publications  of  la  Belle  Assemblde"  describing  London  fashions  for 
women.  A  report  from  Niagara  on  13  June  1807  recounts  the  splendour  of 
a  ball  held  in  celebration  of  the  King's  birthday: 

about  50  couple  [sic]  of  spirited  dancers  occupied  the  floor  till 
one  o'clock,  when  they  retired  into  the  Supper  Room,  where  a 
most  sumptuous  Entertainment  served  up  with  true  English 
elegance  was  provided.  Everything  rare  and  good  was  found  on 
the  hospitable  Board  ... 

On  the  whole,  the  Birth  Day  was  celebrated  with  a  splendour 
and  magnificence  hitherto  unknown  in  this  country. 
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An  article  in  the  25  July  1807  issue  comments  on  the  lack  of  crime.  That  the 
"House  of  Correction  has  remained  so  long  unoccupied  by,  either  Misfortune, 
or  Irregularity  [is  a  source  of]  pride  for  the  Home  District." 

Still,  "Letitia,"  the  writer  of  a  letter  that  appeared  in  the  same  issue, 
had  something  to  complain  about. 

Amongst  the  subjects  requiring  Legislative  interference  in  this 
country,  I  see  none  at  this  moment  which  demands  it  more 
seriously  than  the  number  of  Bachelors  with  which  the  province 
is  infested. 

The  irritated  correspondent  goes  on  to  argue  that  bachelors  should  be  taxed 
and  made  to  wear  a  "distinguishing  badge."  In  his  reply,  Cameron,  pertiaps 
tongue  in  cheek,  pointed  out  that  there  was  an  abundance  of  female  beauty 
in  the  province  and  that  "if  fming  was  insufficient,  imprisomiient  might  be 
added." 

The  prosperity  of  the  period  is  also  marked  by  the  increase  in 
advertisements  for  dry  goods  merchants,  hat  manufacturers,  mills  on  the 
Humber  River,  a  newly  opened  "beef-steak  &  beer  house,"  a  tailoring 
business,  a  blacksmith  and  farrier's,  and  a  watch  and  clock  business.  As 
might  be  expected,  the  advertising  tells  us  more  about  the  commercial 
development  of  York  than  it  does  about  the  rest  of  the  province.  Despite  a 
large  circulation  area,  most  advertisements  were  for  goods  and  services  in  the 
capital.  The  Gazette  would  be  the  only  newspaper  in  York  until  1820,  but 
as  newspapers  were  founded  in  other  localities  in  the  province,  beginning  at 
Niagara  in  1799,  merchants  who  advertised  increasingly  chose  papers  closer 
to  where  their  customers  were  located. 

From  late  1807  until  the  middle  of  1808  shipments  from  England 
were  disrupted  by  the  Napoleonic  Wars  in  Europe.  The  Gazette  was  printed 
on  inferior,  coarse  paper,  and  shortage  of  paper  forced  Cameron  to  issue  a 
Gazette  of  smaller  dimensions.  By  the  end  of  1807,  as  tensions  mounted  in 
Europe,  he  devoted  more  space  to  extracts  from  foreign  newspapers.  When 
British  North  America  and  the  United  States  became  involved  in  war  in  1812, 
the  Gazette  continued  to  keep  its  readers  infomied  with  extracts  and  reports 
from  Canadian  and  American  sources.  For  the  years  preceding  the  War  of 
1812,  the  Gazette  is  an  important  source  of  infomiation  on  the  events  that  led 
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PROCLAM  \  riON 
PARDONING  DESERTERS 

FROM 

His  Majefty'i  Regular  land  Forces. 
H^AR  OFFICE,  AtguJI,  25,  1808. 

WHEREAS  it  ha^  bern  rcprelemed 
10  TH;:  KINJG,  That  ihe.e  are 
•t  this  Time  feveral  DESERTERS  froiD 
l)ie  diSereni  Rlcular  Corps  in  His  Ma 
jtcY't  Land  Sekvice,  whu  mi^ht  be  in- 
duced 10  re!urn  10  their  l)ui\  bv  an  Offer 
of  His  Majeltv's  Gracious  "ARDON,and 
Ibai  (uch  an  Inliancc  of  His  Royal  Clc- 
oiwicy  would  have  a  due  Influence  up-  I 
on  rheir  future  Behaviour;  His  Maj'fty  ' 
bas  beeo  gracioufl>'  ulcafed  10  Krani  His 
F|EE  PARDON  to  all  DESERTERS 
from  His  Recui.\>  Land  Fojcss,  wi-q 
lh.i.l  lurrcn'er  thcmrelves,  on  or  b  oie 
thi-  Twenty-louah  ot  OCTOBEK.  t.i 
tbiT  Coiiima  id'ug  OHicer  of  any  Rr^i 
■len',  or  to  any  of  the  Superintending 
Field  OHicers  of  the  Recruiiinn  Service, 
vlioir  Srations  are  mentioned  in  the  Mar- 
gin hercoi,  or  to  the  Commandant  of  the 
Aimy  Depot  in  the  lilc  of  Wight. 

Such  Dcfeneis,  if  Able  bodied  Men 
and  Ki  for  Service,  (hall  be  fenc  to  the  Re- 
gimcnti  from  which  they  rc(^>ectivc-ly.de. 
ferted,  or  be  appointed  to 
Dvrham  fuch  Regiments  in  the  Uni. 
CarliJIt  ted  Kingdom  as  Hit  Majefty 

Lteds  may   be    pleafed    to    com- 

thntif/ltr  roand ;  and,  when  fo  placed, 
t/tttnghtm  (hall  not  be  liable  to  be 
Iffwiei  claimed  by  any  other  Corps 
Sirewfiim  10  which  they  may  formerly 
trrmimfiam  have  belonged. 
Mtrtfnd  ANUWHEREASmany 

tttifmd  of  the  faid  Deferters  may 
HaiJJIont  have  enlitted  in  other  Regu 
Ctntf/ln  lar  Corps,  and  are  n^  ferv- 
SouiM^tn  ing  therein.  Hit  Majefty  it 
K^e/ti  gracioufly  pleafed  to  extend 

LvtJiM  to  fuch  Deferters  the  Benefit 

of  ibis  Pardon  i  and  to  diretl 
thai  they  (hall  continue  to  ferve  in  the 
Corps  wherein  they  now  are,  upon  de. 
daring  rhemfelvet  to  their  relpeUive 
Commanding  ORicert,  on  or  before  the 
Twenty-fourth  of  OCTOBER  next,  & 
ihry  ttiall  n(M  be  liable  u  any  future 
Time,  to  be  claimc^by  the  Regimenu 
1)1  whtdi  (hey  fosncily  ferved. 


The  Magiltiaic  to  whom  anv  Deferter 
from. His  Maj'-dy'sRei'tilar  Forces  may 
furrender  himf  If,  is  auihoriicd  and  re- 
quired to  certily  the  Day  on  which  fuch 
Deferter  lurrendered  himlelf,  which  Cer- 
tificaie  is  to  continue  in  Foice  un'il 
the  Arrival  r.'"  the  Oefrrter  at  the  Head 
Quarters  of  the  nearcll  Military  P''fti 
provided  he  proceed  at  ihe  Rate  of  I  en 
Miles  a  Day,  unlcfs  prevented  by  Sick- 
nefs,  to  be  certified  bv  fome  Medical 
Pracliiio.ier  on  the  Back  of  ihe  .Ma- 
gift.a.e's  Certiticaie,  or  to  be  oiherwife 
proved  to  the  SaiisfacHop  of  the  Officer 
Com^nanduig  at  fuch  Military  Poli. 

And  wiih  a  Vievt  to  prevent  as  far  as 
poflQble  all  Soluicrsfiopi  Drferiion,  after 
these  His  Majelt\'s  moll  gracious  In- 
tentions Ihall  be  niidc  known,  His  .Ma- 
jefty has  been  pltdlc-i  to  command,  that 
the  Name  of  ev^.  Soldier  who  may 
hereafter  ihler ,  ihall  be  iranfmincd 
thrush  ih<-  Si'creury  ai  War  to  the 
(-"lurch  WarJins  oi  the  Par/lbes,  to 
which  the  Dclcriers  belong  ;  in  order 
thai  their  Namrs  maybe  expol'ed  to  pub. 
lie  View  in  thcCh  irch.or  f  ich  othercon- 
f '-.icuDUs  Place,  as  may  render  it  im»>oni- 
ble  for  .Men,  who  have  been  guilty  of  ibit 
Crime,  to  return  ho  neio  iheir  iriends,  on 
whom  they  have  brought  difgiace  by 
their  Mifconduci,  without  immediaie 
Detection  ;  and  His  Majeliv  bat  lunher 
commanded,  thai  this  Mealurc  Ihall  be 
made  public,  that  <v(ry  Soldier  may  be 
alfured,  that  \.\\^  greaieid  Exenions  will 
be  ufed  for  the  Apprehenlii>n  ol  any  Man 
who  may  hereafter  defen,  and  that  ihofe 
who  have  already  been  guilty  of  thai 
Crime,  may  be  aware  of  the  daily  Rilk 
they  incur  of  Detection,  and  of  the  moli 
fevere  Punilhmeni,  il  ihry  do  not  iinme 
diately  avail  ihemfelves  of  the  Pardon 
held  out  in  this  His  Majelty'i  moft  (graci- 
ous Proclamation. 

Any  Soldier  who  may  defert  after  thefe 
Hit  Majefly's  gracious  Inteniiont  are 
made  Public,  Ihall  not  be  included  in  the 
above  Pardon,  but  be  prtKCcded  agunft 
with  the  utmoft  Severity. 

It  it  to  be  cleirtv  underfiood.  That  this 
PrtKlamation  of  Pardon  is  intended  to 
include  all  Oelericri  from  the  A'my  of 
Rdcfve  Md  AiMiiipoil  f oicc  Act,  but 


not    to  exienri  n    any   Oelcriet  Irom  Hi* 
Majefty's  Militia  Forces. 

By  Hn  MajiJIy's  Comnatid, 

jAs.   PULI  ENEY. 


THE  COVIMANDER  OF  IMS 
MAJESTY'S  FORCES  In  the  BRI- 
TISH PROVINCES  of  NOR'IH 
AMERICA,  ha\ing  received  an  Ofhcial 
Copy  of  the  above  PROCLAMATION 
ilfued  by  Hit  Majelty's  Orders  in  Eng. 
land  and  defirous  ol  alfurdiiig  to  all  De> 
fertcrs  ihe  opportunity  ol  availini;  ihcin* 
felves  of  His  Majefty 's  gracious  offer  of 
Pardon,  is  picaled  thus  to  make  the  fame 
public,  and  to  extend  the  term  to  whiid 
it  is  limited  with  lelpect  to  ihe  Provinree 
of  UPPER  and  LOWER  CANAD\- 
to  S4ih  DECEMBER  next  ri.fuing,  and 
with  relpeci  to  fuch  perlons  as  are  nt  fi. 
rous  of  atoning  lor  their  pall  mifcunouct 
who  may  come  in  from  beyond  ihe  limns 
of  ihele  Provinces,  10  a4th  FEBRUA- 
RY,  that  will  be  in  the  year  1809.  De. 
feriers  are  to  furrender  themfelves  10  a'liy 
Field  Officer  or  to  any  oihei  Officer  com. 
manding  any  Detachment  orMilitar)  Pi. ft 
in  cither  of  tbe  alorelaid  Provinces,  or  la 
any  Magillrate  near  whom  they  ma\  be; 
fuch  Magiftrate  being  dehred  to  turniO) 
them  wiih  a  Certihcaie  of  the  date  of  Iuc6 
furrender,  which  Certificate  wilF  be  in 
(orcein  the  "fame  manner  and  under  the 
fame  limitations  as  diiccted  in  His  Ma^ 
's  Proclamation. 

ClVIN    AT     HlAD    QuAXTIRt, 

Quebec,  7ih  November,  i8o9. 
J.  H.  CRAIG. 
General. 
Br  Hit  ExciLLENcv't  Command. 
£D.  BAYNES, 

Adjutant  General. 

YotI,  UfftT  Cnsd*,  15/*  Ftiy.  iBog. 

Hit  Excellency  the  COMMANDIR 
OF  THE  FORCES  hat  been  pleafed  to 
figni(y  to  the  LIEI'IENANT  GOV. 
ERVOR  of  this  PROVINCE,  thai  the 
Time  for  Deferters  fui rendering  ihrnt. 
felves  in  the  PROVINCE  OF  UPI'ER 
CANADA,  It  extended  Irom  the  t4h  of 
FEBRUARY,  to  the  ifih  ol  APRH, 
next  enfuing. 

FRANCIS  COR£,  Lieut.  Covn 


jefty'i 


Front  page  of  the  York  Gazette,  1  March  1809. 


BUK  VXSLB  nVSVAANCS 
COMVAZVY. 


SEVERAL  persons  Insured  in  this  Of- 
fice, having  expressed  an  anxieiy  to 
be  le-insured.  The  Board  of  Directors 
buve  instructed  nie  to  eflcct  the  same,  on 
all  risks,  and  it  is  accordingly  done  at  Iu> 
slitutious  of  the  highest  standing. 

P.  W.  ENGS,  President. 


PORT  HOPE 

NAIL  MANUFACTORY. 

J.  8B.OWXf 

BEGS  leave  to  inform  his  Friend^ 
and  the  Public,  that  he  has  com- 
menced Manufacturing  Nails  of  every  de- 
scription, of  u  superior  quality,  which  he 
will  sell  for  cash  or  approved  bills,  as  low 
as  they  can  be  obtained  at  any  Manufac- 
tory in  the  United  States. 

Port  J  lope,  July  15,  1826.         7-tf. 


GOODS  JUbT  HEChlFElK 

BEGS  leave  to  return  his  thanks  to  his 
friends  and  ihe  public  geiieniUy,  for 
ihe  libernl  support  he  has  received  from 
.hem^and  informs  liiom  that  he  has  just 
received,  direct  from  London  and  Liver- 
pool, nnd  offers  for  sale,  a«  Montreal  pri- 
ces, he  goUow  ng  Giiods: — 
f^g\  JARS  of  Raw  and  Boiled  Lin- 
t^V^^eed  Oil — «)  Ciska  of  Nails  and 
Ch'iins — 30  t  Ketrs  London  Ground  and 
Dry  While  Leid — Red  Lead — (iiinp«.w- 
de-,  Cannister,  S.  11.  Dii\y — B  ith  Bricks — 
Dye  Woods — Chalk  and  Wh.iing — Bltick 
Lend — Sweet  Oil — Windsor  SoJip— Chi- 
nese and  Piiient  Green  Paint — Ochre— 
1  Pipe  of  fine  Old  Port — Choice  Vintage- 
Durham  Mustard — and  a  general  assort- 
ment of  Patent  Drugs  &,  Medicines. 
York,  August  4,  182G.  10 — tf 


TO  BE  SOLD  OR  LET. 

THE  House  and  Lot  lately  occupied 
by  Grant  Powell,  Esq.  on  the  South 
s:uu  of  Duke  Sireei,  near  the  new  Bank — 
For  terms  apply  to. 

W.  ALLAN. 
Augusts,  1829,  10—8 


R07A£  CZRCVS. 

Chniige  of  Perfurmniicc. 

THIS  Evenins,  August  12,  will  he  bn)' 
forward  for  .he  first  time  in  York,  A 
NEW  GRAND  ENTREE,  in  which  all 
the  Hirsos  will  be  iiitrodiiced. 

METAMORPHOSE  of  the  SACK, 
on  two  Horses,  or.  The  C/oirn  Dr.eivetl 
bi)  a  Woman,  by  Mr.  Bbuirhard,  and  con- 
clude With  Tilt  Fricassee  Dance. 

HOKSKMANSHIP,  by  Miister  Less- 
Te,  he  iiiidaunled  youth,  who  will  introduce 
a  number  of  surprising  Feats,  never  ai- 
tenipied  by  any  person  of  Ii!m  age,  being 
only  ten  years  old,  in  wliich  he  will  go 
throiigli  the  Stirrup  Trick  . 

FLYING  VAULTING,  by  the  xvhole 
troop  of  Flying  Vaulters.  Riding  Mister, 
Mr.  G.  Bl'inch.ud— Clown  Mr.  W.  Jones. 

MILLER'S  FROLIC, 
Or,  My  (Grandmothers  Return  from  Mill. 

(irjii  iiil.);lliT,       ...       Mr.  u.  l$l:iiicliair;. 
iialier  Grist,  tlie  Miller  -         "     AlUiiia. 

I'lonii,  .         .         .         .         "     W.  .loiipg. 

»Mt!.i'!'s  E<>\>,       -        Fv  ;lii-  rrst  of  il-.e  rumpaiiv 

HORSEMANSHIP,  by  Mr.  T.Jones 
his  first  apjiearance,  who  will  go  ihrouuh 
many  fxmiordiuary  feats  over  whips,  gar* 
teis,  As«'.  dtc. 

1  lif  laugii^'blo  fe^t  of  The  Clown  and 
BuHorJiy,  by  Mr.  W.  J  ir-s. 

'I'he  whole  to  conclude  with  T.  Jones' 


Advertisement  for  various  goods,  services,  and  coming  attractions, 
U.E.  Loyalist,  12  August  1826 


The  Upper  Canada  Gazette 

Up  to  it,  and  once  hostilities  broice  on  the  continent,  it  regularly  reported  on 
government  policy  regarding  the  war  and  on  the  outcome  of  battles. 
Unfortunately,  the  Gazette  was  silenced  in  1813.  During  the  American 
occupation  of  Yoric,  the  printing  press  was  extensively  damaged,  and  the 
paper  was  suspended  until  late  1814. 


Robert  Charles  Home 

Cameron  died  in  November  1815  and  was  replaced  by  his  assistant, 
Edward  W.  McBride,  who  printed  the  paper  for  a  few  months.  In  1817  Dr. 
Robert  Qiarles  Home,  an  amiy  surgeon  who  had  served  in  the  War  of  1812, 
became  King's  Printer.  One  of  his  first  acts  was  to  change  the  name  of  the 
newspaper  from  the  York  Gazette  back  to  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette. 
Home's  four- year  tenure  as  government  printer  was  marked  by  two 
controversies  that  resulted  in  his  being  called  before  the  Bar  of  the  House  of 
Assembly.  Neither  incident  improved  his  relationship  with  Sir  Peregrine 
Maitland,  the  Lieutenant  Govemor. 

The  first  incident  revolved  around  the  question  of  authorship.  In  the 
Gazette  of  18  March  1819,  Home  printed  an  advertisement  for  the  Statutes 
of  Upper  Canada,  which  he  stated  he  had  authored.  The  House  took 
exception  to  his  claim  of  authorship,  though  there  is  little  doubt  that  he  had 
the  authority  to  print  the  Statutes.  On  21  March  Home  was  summoned  to  the 
Bar  to  face  a  breach  of  privileges  charge.  He  was  required  to  acknowledge 
that  he  had  committed  the  offence  and  to  apologize."^ 

Home's  second  controversy  involved  the  reporting  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  House  of  Assembly.  Upper  Canada  had  been  committed  since  1792 
to  making  public  its  laws,  proclamations,  and  noUces,  but  it  was  only  in  1820 
that  the  province  decided  to  report  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 
By  comparison,  in  Great  Britain  William  Cobbett  began  reporting 
parliamentary  debates  in  1803,  and  the  United  States  started  reporting  the 
debates  of  the  Senate  and  House  in  1807.  John  Carey  and  later  Francis 
Collins  were  hired  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  report  its  proceedings,"*' 
which  were  then  printed  in  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette  and  other  newspapers 
in  York,  Kingston,  and  elsewhere  in  the  province.  Despite  official  sanction, 
parliamentary  reporting  was  not  always  unbiased.  Neither  Carey  nor  Collins 
were  government  supporters,  and  their  refomi  views  were  often  reflected  in 
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their  reports.  In  February  1821  Home  was  ordered  before  the  Bar  of  the 
House  a  second  time  to  answer  questions  relating  to  reports  of  the  debates 
printed  in  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette,  which  were  said  to  contain  "a  gross 
misrepresentation  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House"  and  to  constitute  "a  breach 
of  its  privileges. "^^  Although,  as  Home  pointed  out  to  the  House,  Collins 
had  been  responsible  for  the  reports,  as  printer  he  himself  was  accountable  for 
their  accuracy.  He  apologized,  was  ordered  to  print  a  retraction  of  the 
reports,  and  was  able  to  retain  his  position.^^ 

Following  this  incident.  Sir  Peregrine  Maitland  ordered  Home  not  to 
print  the  debates  in  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette?'^  However,  Home  seems 
to  have  been  committed  to  publishing  them,  and  he  continued  to  do  so  by 
issuing  a  second  section  of  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette  called  the  York  Weekly 
Post.  The  first  issue  of  the  Post  was  dated  22  Febmary  1821.  From  then  on, 
Home  printed  all  government  notices,  proclamations,  and  other  official 
business  in  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette  and  included  non-govemment  material, 
including  the  debates,  in  the  York  Weekly  Post.  ' 

The  price  of  the  Gazette  had  increased  to  four  dollars  in  1798,  and 
by  1820  Home  was  charging  an  additional  half-dollar  for  delivery  by  post. 
The  price  in  1826  would  be  twenty  shillings  per  annum.  (It  was  reduced  to 
fifteen  shillings  in  1829,  possibly  because  the  Loyalist  section  of  the  Gazette, 
which  contained  the  non-govemment  infonnation,  was  discontinued.)  These 
rates  resemble  those  charged  by  other  newspapers  of  the  era.  The  Quebec 
Gazette  sold  for  three  dollars  per  annum  in  1764  and  four  dollars  in  1800. 
The  first  independent  paper  in  Upper  Canada,  the  Canada  Constellation, 
established  in  1799,  sold  for  four  doUars  a  year.  Price  stability  for  the  Upper 
Canada  Gazette  was  maintained  through  a  combination  of  government 
support  and  advertising  revenue.  Subscribers  frequently  lacked  cash  with 
which  to  pay  for  goods  and  services,  and  this  fact  may  have  dissuaded  the 
printer  from  increasing  prices.  In  the  13  January  1808  issue  the  printer 
placed  an  advertisement  asking  for  a  settling  of  accounts  and  expressing  a 
willingness  to  accept  produce  from  those  who  did  not  have  cash. 

Sales  and  subscripfions  were  handled  by  a  system  of  agents 
established  across  the  province.  By  1820  there  were  nineteen  agents,  located 
from  Glengarry  County  and  the  towns  of  Comwall,  Perth,  and  Kingston  in  the 
east,  along  the  shores  of  Lake  Ontario  to  York,  Dundas,  and  Niagara,  and 
west  to  Amherstburg.  By  1823  distribufion  included  Quebec  City,  Montreal, 
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MONUMENT  m  MEMORY   OF  THE    t^Tft;    M.iJQH 
GENERAL  SIR    ISJIAC   BHOCK  K  B 

THR  Commissioners  for  erecting  the  Monument  vo- 
ted by  the  Provinci?*!  Legishtiirt*,  in  memory  of 
tlie  late  Major  General  Sir  Isaac  Brock,  K  B  ^ive  no- 
tice that  they  are  ready  to  receive  proposals  fr»m  an^ 
person  or  persons  wljo  may  be  desirous  of  contracting 
to  execute  the  s  irae. 

The  Monument  which  is  desig'  ed  to  be  a  Tower  o^ 
cut-stone  fifiy  f^et  in  height,  and  sixteen  feet  io  dia- 
meter at  the  base,  with  a  windit»g  stone  stair  inside, 
and  a  vault  underneath,  is  to  be  erected  on  Queens- 
ton  Heigl)t9,  on  a  scHe  Io  be  pointed  out  by  tr  e  Com 
missioners,  and  to  he  rommenced  on  the  first  of  May 
next,  and  completed  during  the  season. 

Stone  and  Lime,  of  a  suitable  quality,  are  abundant 
within  halfa  mile  of  the  place 

A  model  of  the  intended  Tower  may  be  seen  on  ap- 
plication to  anyef  the  Commissioners,  or  to  John  Mac- 
aulay,  Esq.  Kiriirston. 

THOMAS  CLARK.       ) 
THOMAS  mCK^ON,}  Commissioner. 
ROBERT  MCHOL,      ) 
Niagara,  Nov.  4th,  1823.  6w — 46. 


Notice  for  tenders  for  the  construction  of  a  monument  to  General  Isaac  Brock. 
Upper  Canada  Gazette,  27  November  1823. 


Charles  Fothergill,  printer  of  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette,  1821-1825. 


The  Upper  Canada  Gazette 

Hawkesbury,  Hull,  Prescott,  Pickering,  Whitby,  and  St.  Catharines.    There 
were  incentives  to  increase  sales,  a  notice  in  1824  stating, 

Any  Agent  obtaining  3  Subscribers  has  a  paper  for  himself  at  half 
price;  -  if  he  obtains  6  he  has  his  own  paper  gratis;  -  and  for  as 
many  as  he  obtains  above  6  he  will  receive  besides  his  own  paper, 
a  Commission  of  5  per  cent  upon  the  whole  amount.^" 

The  space  devoted  to  paid  advertising  did  not  vary  significantly 
between  1793  and  1830,  averaging  one-third  to  one-half  of  a  page  per  issue. 
Advertising  rates  remained  unchanged  for  most  of  the  Gazette's  publishing 
history:  two  shillings  and  six  pence  for  six  lines  and  under;  five  shillings  for 
fourteen  lines  and  under.  By  contrast,  the  Quebec  Gazette  charged  seven 
shillings  and  six  pence  for  ten  lines  and  under. 

Robert  Home  resigned  as  King's  Printer  at  the  end  of  1821,  likely 
as  a  result  of  the  deteriorating  relationship  between  himself  and  Lieutenant 
Governor  Maitland.^^  One  of  the  incorporators  of  the  recently  created  Bank 
of  Upper  Canada,  he  took  a  position  with  the  bank.  He  would  stay  there  for 
the  rest  of  his  life.^^ 


Charles  Fothergill 

From  1822  until  1825  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette  was  printed  by 
Charles  Fothergill.  The  most  intellectual  of  all  Gazette  printers,  Fothergill 
was  an  artist  and  naturalist,  as  well  as  a  businessman.^"*  Under  his  tenure 
the  paper  retained  its  two-section  fomiat:  the  first  section  contained 
government  proclamations,  notices,  speeches,  advertisements,  and 
announcements  of  sheriffs'  sales,  and  the  second  section,  named  the  Weekly 
Register,  contained  the  news  (foreign  and  domestic),  essays,  letters,  poems, 
and  the  debates  of  the  Assembly. 

Fothergill  brought  to  Upper  Canada  an  appreciation  for  natural 
history  and  literature  hitherto  unknown  in  a  country  more  concerned  with 
encouraging  immigration  and  settlement  and  with  establishing  commercial  and 
manufacturing  enterprises.  The  Weekly  Register  reflected  Fothergill 's  varied 
interests  and  pursuits.  Not  content  with  simply  extracting  news  from  foreign 
and  domestic  papers,  Fothergill  filled  his  pages  with  essays  on  arts,  science. 
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and  natural  history  that  often  reflected  his  own  interests.  Like  other 
government  printers  he  also  published  books,  among  them  Sir  John  Hawles's 
The  Canadian  s  Right  (iS23),  The  Canadian  Farmer's  Almanac  for  1824  and 
1825,  and  The  York  Almanac  and  Royal  Calendar  of  Upper  Canada  for  the 
years  1823-25.  Fothergill  encouraged  local  writers,  and  in  1825  he  printed 
a  long  poem.  Wonders  of  the  West,  or  a  Day  at  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  by 
schoolteacher  James  Lynne  Alexander. ^"^ 

The  Weekly  Register's  columns  began  with  "Editorial  Commentary," 
followed  by  foreign  news,  essays,  domestic  news,  letters,  and  reports  of  the 
debates.  "Editorial  Commentary"  contained  a  synopsis  of  news  from  foreign 
newspapers,  then  commentary  on  domestic  or  local  events.  News  that  found 
its  way  into  the  Weekly  Register  was  carefully  reviewed  by  Fothergill.  On 
18  April  1822  he  reported  that  the  latest  papers  included  the  King's  speech 
at  the  opening  of  the  British  parliament,  among  other  news,  yet  little  that 
appeared  in  these  papers  was  worthy  of  reprinting  because  the  stories  lacked 
"that  extraordinary  and  decisive  character  which  at  once  arrests  attention,  and 
agitates  the  mind  with  all  those  conflicting  emotions  which  seem  to  be 
inseparable  for  political  inquiry." 

The  first  independent  paper  in  York,  the  Observer,  was  started  by 
John  Carey  in  1820  after  he  had  given  up  reporting  the  debates  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  Ibr  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette.  Carey  published  the  Observer 
for  eleven  years,  and  like  William  Lyon  Mackenzie  in  the  Colonial  Advocate 
(founded  1824)  and  Francis  Collins  in  the  Canadian  Freeman  (established 
1825),  he  publicly  criticized  the  conservative  elite.  The  attacks  of  these 
journalists  left  the  government  little  choice  but  to  respond,  which  it  did 
through  the  pages  of  the  Gazette.  The  editorial  comments  in  the  press  are 
significant  because  they  offer  insight  into  the  issues  of  the  day  and  reveal  the 
opinions  of  the  Gazette's  printers  and  the  government.  The  barbs  exchanged 
between  the  government-supported  press  and  the  free  press  were  scathing,  to 
say  the  least.  In  response  to  one  of  Carey's  attacks,  Fothergill  countered  in 
the  Weekly  Register  for  2  May  1822, 

We  do  not  wish  to  deal  in  personal  and  low  invective,  and  we 
shall  endeavour  to  avoid  it  as  much  as  possible,  and  we  think  the 
OBSERVER  would  do  much  better  were  he  to  attempt  the  task  of 
pointing  out  any  fallacy  in  our  arguments,  instead  of  mounting  his 
dung  hill  and  scattering  his  filth  in  every  direction. 
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•VOT  OFFICIAL. 


NOTICE. 

A  MEETING  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Welknd 
Canal  CoRipany  was  called  on  the  lirst  day  ol 
PrJaj  next,  in  the  Town  of  Niagara,  for  the  purfX)se  of 
chocsinor  Directors, — as  the  Coinmunicalioii  did  not 
reach  all  the  papers  within  tlie  Province  in  time  to  give 
full  tliirty  days  notice  as  required  by  the  Act. 

The  said  Meeting  is  unavoidably  postponed  until  the 
fifteenth  of  May, — on  which  day  the  Stockholders  will 
attend  at  the  House  of  Mr.  Rogers,  at  12  o'clocU.  for 
the  purpose  of  appoinilng  Directors  to  the  said  Com- 

***' (Signed)  Wnu  HAMILTON  MERRIT. 

One  of  the  Subscribers, 

NOTICE. 

MR.  SAMUEL  CLEWS,  Civil  Eno^ineer,  is  now 
levelling  and  layin;^out  the  Line  of  the  Welland 
Canal,  lounite  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario,  in  the  Niaga- 
ra District. — Any  Person  desirous  of  becoming  a  Con- 
tractor for  any  part  of  the  Work,  will  call,  examine 
the  Route,  and  make  proposals  to  the  Company,  on 
the  15ih  day  of  May  next,  as  the  whole  will  be  put 
uuder  Contract  shortly  after  that  period. 

WiM.*  HAMILTON  MERRITT, 


17-3W. 


Agent. 


Notice  for  stockholders  and  contractors  for  the  construction  of  the  Welland  Canal, 
Upper  Canada  Gazette,  22  April  1824. 


'PTO\lt\eiai  PatWamciit. 

JOURNALS  OF  THE  HOUSt  OF  ASSEMBLY, 


FRIDAY,  l«tb  Die.  1823. 
^  Agreeal>ly  totbe  •Tdtrrol  the  day,  ibe  IntMtate  EMate  Bill 
w«*  read  the  (ecoiid  tiaie 

On  uKMiou  of  Mr.  WILLSON  of  Wentwortli,  (hat  Ibe  House 
•hill  d  r^-solve  itMlf  into  a  Cuminillie  nf  the  m  bole,  tu  take  into 
Coii-Kteruliun  the  Intestate  felsiale  Bill    the  H'-um-  divided. 

Ybai,— Messrs.  Jones  ..I  Leedi,  tiordoti,  rtillt"*  of  Went 
worm,  ttaiKlHl,  Haiiiilton  of  Weiitworib,  Wilinxt,  WmIhIi,  Wane, 
Piitie,  Hark,  Ca^ey,  McDonell,  Wiisou  ot  Friuce  l^duard,  aud 
Mori'i<. — 14. 

.  ^ATs  — ivl'sspi.  McMartiii,  Jon"  «f  Grenville,  burwetl,  Me- 
Lenmit  iwflRi.nt,  "eiliaver.  and  B.>!>i"i«k      6 
''"Q.eMioo  tfaitied— iVlnj  rily,  6,  and  Mr  P  VI IIB  Mas  called  to 
the  Cnair  of  tlie  Coiniiiiitre 

1  iia  Chairmau  re|>urted  |irugress,  and  asked  leave  to  si.  agHin 
that  da\  thr>e  iiiuu  hs. 

Oil  ihe  .iie^tiuH  lor  reoeiving  ilie  Reporl,  the  Houe  divided. 

Y«AS,^— .Me.ir»  Go'doH,  bui"e  I,  iNi>  hil,  H.i^e  uwii.  .VIcDu 
Dell  Biil'ltvin,  Hamilton  <a  Lino  lu,  Uultan,  Kfrr,  Mts.Viai  in. 
Junes  ut  Grrnvilie,  iVti-L<-Hn  mi  Siuriuuut,  Attorney  Ueneral, 
Mi'rri8,-Slm»t-r..*id  Bo.t»*  irk  — 16. 

Mav^=—  >ics>r.-.  Jiiiivs'oi  Le.  di,  i^  ilUon  ci  WenlwiHlh,  .Claik, 
Htiuiaon  of  Weiilkviirtli  .Wiiin-  I,  VVaUli,  Wnte,  b«l»y,  tlomor, 
-Raadal,.  PMliir.i  a>ey,Clii^b  liu,  V\il»»tt>'t  fnnte  Kuvtaid,  a.'d 
Cr...ks.— 15 

Hie  quisii  .n  was  carried  ill  llie  HtBrnialive — Mjorily,  1.  Tne 
Re|t<irt  MAS  rt-r.<-ivrd,  and  leave  i^iaiileiL 

A^lcenl>ly  lo  llie  oiilerof  tue  da^  ,  llie  Midland  District  Loai. 
Bill  k\as  n  a.l  llie  second  lime. 

Oil  uiutioii  ot  Air.  11  VGLK.VIAN,  the  Hou^ie  went  iulo  Com 
initl<  e  on  Ibe  B.ll 

Tie  Cbaiiuaii  re|iui|pd  the  Bill  as  acnend<d 

On  ll>e  qiii.-ttioii  lor  lei.eivmg  the  Re)iuit  tin-  Hou»e  divided. 

Ycis.— .VlesMs  Buiwill,  >icll<.l,  Ha^eniiMn  .wuiVlnaiii,  Kul 
li»n.  v'lcUDiiell.  Jones  >/l  Gienvihe,  Atioiiiey  Ueneiei:  Kerr,  Ui«'- 
bolin,  .»l  irris,  Sliaver,  B   s'ltick.  «i.J  Cio^  k»  — U 

Na»»  — »ltssr»  Claik,  Hdini  ton  of  VVeulvs..rlii,  Wilinot  VVal.-li, 
Willie,  Hot  nor,  Patlie,  >  »  ey,HMd  VVil-onni  Piinci  hti>iaia — K, 

The  ({U'  St  ion  gamed — iVluj'jiity,  6,  and  ibe  Ke|iurl  Mas  accnu 
inftly  received. 

U  •  inoiion  of  .Mr.  HAGluRMAN,  the  Midland  District  Loan 
Bill  wad  uidered  to  beeu^rukseJ  anu  read  a  lliiid  time  uu  lin 
Dorrovv, 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  ATIOUNtY  GLNEKAL  moved  foi 
leave  lu  bin.g  m  a  Bill  lor  continuing  uu  .\cl  ,  arseii  in  the  bfiy 
iiiiiih  year  oi  Hii>  lute  Mnjesly's  Ki  i^n,  lelaiive  to  Knieii  and  Av 
M:Miie  .t',  a..d  to  make  provisiou  tor  levying  Ilie  s»id  lalet  undei 
Ccrlaiii  ie-tiiclr>ns,  n>  sale  of  Ibt.  Lauds  cbai^eu  wilb  >ue  s»>ne 

0  I  Ihe  ((uestion  ot  leave,  (be  .ii>u-e  divided. 

Ykas — .Uessis  HaKeinian,  J  -ue  <'i  L  eu-,  Bniwell,  Gurd  n, 
Mc.Vltrtin,  VVillsoii  ot  VVentw-nb  H  .  i.il(..n  oi  VV.  Dlwutli.  Kul 
tan,  iViliiiol,  VVUite,  Claik,  PalI.e,  Kaiidai,  rfornor  Casiy.  iU 
milloii  '  f  Lincoln,  MiLean  of  bror...ont.  All-'iney  Uei.eial, 
J  <nes  of  GriMvilie,  Ktrr,  Cbi>boiw  WilMinul  Piuice  tdwaid, 
Crooks,  Morris,  bliaver,  and  Bo.'lwnk  — -6 

A.iv*— .Viejsrs.  iNicliol,  Biildoin.  Waisli,  and  Mi  Donell. — 4 

Q'lesliou  gained— Mxjiiri.y,  22,  and  Ibe  Bill  »a«  lead  tbe  tiist 
time. 

Mr  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  ipoved  that  Ibe  Asressiaeul  Bin 
•bould  be  lend  a  .-.ec  'iiil  liinc  Ui  inTiuw 

In  aiiiendiBent,  Mr.  MCUUL  moved  mat  in  thf  Oiginal  Mo 
lion,  tlie  MKid  '-  to  morrow"  should  be  exjiuii^ed,  aud  ibe  wuid^ 
'■  til  i  day  three  ii<ontbs"  in -e*  ted. 

Which  wu»  lust. 

1  lie  ori^limi  :,aesiion  wa-  then  |>ut  and  carried. 
Xu«  Huuie  adj  urncd  ml  Monday 


Journals  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  19  December  1823, 
Weekly  Register,  8  January  1824. 
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The  exchanges  continued  for  several  weeks  until  on  20  June  Fotiiergill's 
exasperation  witii  Carey  peaked: 

It  seems  to  be  impossible  for  the  Observer  to  turn  from  the  "evil 
of  his  ways"  -  he  must  continue  to  lie,  in  spite  of  the  numerous 
floggings  he  receives  ...  It  seems  to  be  impossible  for  him  to  exist 
without  abusing  some  one  or  another;  and  to  promulgate 
falsehood  seems  to  be  his  delight!!! 

Early  in  his  term  as  printer  Fothergill  supported  the  government  and 
defended  it  from  attacks  by  the  independent  press.  However,  in  the  1824 
election  he  ran  as  an  opposition  candidate  for  Durham  and  was  defeated 
under  suspicious  circumstances,  according  to  reports  in  his  Weekly  Register. 
On  29  July  tiie  results  of  the  election  were  printed:  Fotiiergill  and  George 
Strange  Boulton  had  each  received  148  votes,  Samuel  Street  Wilmot  19  votes, 
and  a  Mr.  Orton  none.  On  5  August  Fotiiergill  reported  angrily  in  the  Weekly 
Register  that  tiie  returning  officer  "on  his  own  responsibility  struck  off  four 
of  Mr.  F's  voters  -  and  returned  Mr.  Boulton  as  duly  elected."  However,  the 
Assembly  ordered  a  new  election  for  March  1825,  which  Fotiiergill  won." 
He  retained  his  position  as  King's  Printer  but  used  the  Gazette  to  express  his 
political  views,  which  were  increasingly  at  odds  with  the  government.  In 
1825  Lieutenant  Governor  Maitiand  dismissed  him  as  King's  Printer  for 
voting  against  the  government  in  the  House.^^ 

Following  his  dismissal,  Fothergill  remained  in  Upper  Canada. 
Defeated  in  tiie  1830  election,  he  helped  form  the  Literary  and  Philosophical 
Society  of  Upper  Canada  tiie  following  year.  In  1834  he  merged  tiie 
Canadian  Correspondent,  a  paper  he  had  helped  to  found  in  1 832,  with  the 
Colonial  Advocate,  which  had  been  his  political  foe  while  he  was  government 
printer.  Fotiiergill 's  ambitions  seem  to  have  been  greater  than  his  business 
acumen.  In  1837  he  purchased  the  conservative  Courier  of  Upper  Canada 
and  established  the  Palladium  of  British  America,  and  Upper  Canada 
Mercantile  Advertiser,  liquidating  a  great  deal  of  his  property  to  do  so.  The 
Palladium  supported  commerce,  but  politically  it  moved  from  being  "tiie  most 
outspoken  voice  of  opposition  in  Toronto""  to  a  more  conservative 
position.^*  The  paper  failed  two  years  after  it  was  founded,  and  Fothergill 
died  penniless  in  1840.^^ 
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Robert  Stanton 

Fothergill's  successor,  Robert  Stanton,  was  not  a  trained  printer,  but 
he  was  loyal  to  the  establishment.  He  had  held  government  positions  long 
before  being  appointed  editor  of  the  Gazette.  He  had  worked  in  the  office  of 
the  Lieutenant  Governor,  in  the  Surveyor  General's  office,  and  for  the 
Assembly,  and  had  served  as  an  officer  in  the  militia  during  the  War  of  1812. 
After  the  war,  he  moved  to  Kingston,  where  he  owned  a  hardware  store.  He 
was  elected  assessor  and  commissioned  magistrate  in  1821  and  notary  public 
in  1823.^*°  Appointed  King's  Printer  in  1826,  he  held  the  position  until 
1844;  his  tenure  was  the  longest  for  any  printer  of  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette. 

Six  months  after  he  assumed  his  duties,  Stanton  began  the  U.E. 
Loyalist,  which  resembled  the  York  Weekly  Post  and  the  Weekly  Register.  It 
was  distributed  with  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette  from  3  June  1826  to  24  May 
1828,  and  for  a  year  after  that  it  was  printed  as  a  separate  paper  called  the 
Loyalist.  Stanton  did  not  change  the  layout  of  the  Gazette  radically  from  that 
used  by  Fothergill.  It  still  covered  government  business,  while  the  U.E. 
Loyalist's  departments  consisted  of  poetry,  essays,  and  reports  (usually  a  full 
page),  news  from  England  and  other  countries,  events  in  Lower  Canada, 
domestic  and  local  news,  letters  to  the  editor,  and  the  debates.  Since  Stanton 
apparently  did  not  have  the  same  interests  as  Fothergill,  articles  on  science 
and  natural  history  appeared  only  occasionally. 

The  problems  of  paper  supply  that  had  plagued  printers  since  the 
early  days  were  finally  resolved  in  the  mid- 1820s  when  paper  mills  were 
established  in  Upper  Canada.  On  2  September  1826  the  Upper  Canada 
Gazette  was  printed  for  the  first  time  on  paper  made  in  the  province,  from  the 
mill  of  James  Crooks  of  Flamborough  West. 

We  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  our  paU"ons  this  number  of 
our  paper,  on  a  sheet,  the  manufacture  of  Upper  Canada,  which 
we  trust  they  will  find  on  examination,  not  to  be  inferior  in  any 
respect,  to  that,  which  we  have  heretofore  offered  them,  and  in 
the  selection  of  which  we  took  some  pains.  This  specimen  of  the 
manufacture  of  our  enterprising  friend  James  Crooks,  Esq.  of 
Flamborough  West,  from  whom  we  have  received  our  supply,  is 
such,  as  we  have  no  doubt  will  insure  to  him  that  patronage  which 
his  exertions  so  justly  merit."" 
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PROCEEDINGS  IN  JPARLIAMENT. 

Friday,  Dec  29,  18£6. 

The  Intestate  Bill  was  read  a  third 
time,  passed  and  sent  to  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Legis- 
lative Council,  acquainting  the  House  that 
they  had  concurred  in  the  Street  Surveyor's 
Bill. 

The  Whipping  and  Pillory  Abolition 
BiiL  was  read  a  third  time,  and  sent  to  the 
Legislative  Council. 

Sundry  Petitions  were  brought  up  and  read. 

Mr.  Rolph  moved  an  Address  to  His  Excel- 
lency the  Lieutenant  Governor,  praying  for 
information  respecting  the  agreement  between 
His  Majesty's  Government,  and  the  Canada 
Land  Company,  and  other  information  con- 
nected with  the  subject.— Carried.    Adjourned. 

Saturday,  Dec.  SO. 

Sundry  Petitions  were  brought  up. 

Major  Hillier  delived  a  Message  from  His 
Jlxcellency  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  with  a 
Report  made  by  the  Engineer  Mr.  Clowes  of 
a  Survey  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence. 

On  motion  made  by  Mr.  /.  Jones,  500  Co- 
pies were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Mill  Dam  Uill — iiJ  Reading. 

The  Bill  was  rci^mned  and  leave  ^iven  to 
t>it  again. 

The  Attorney  General  gave  notice  that  he 
should  move  the  House  to  resolve  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  Supply  on  Tuesday 
next.     Adjourned  to  Tuesday. 


Proceedings  of  Parliament  for  19  December  1826, 
U.E.  Loyalist,  6  January  1827. 


LAKE  ONTARIO 


STEAM  BOAT  NOTICE. 

THE  PUPLIC  are  informed  that  the 
Steam  Boat  QUEENSTON,  Cap- 
tain J.  Whitney,  has  commenced  making 
her  regular  trips,  and  will,  during  the  Sum- 
mer, leave  the  different  Ports  as  follows  : 

Leave  Niagara  for  Kingston,  Brockville, 
and  Prescott,  every  Thursday  morning  at 
8  o'clock  precisely — And  leave  Prescott, 
pn  her  return,  for  Brockville,  Kingston, 
and  York,  every  Sunday  at  12  o'clock, 
*noon. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with 
Messrs.  Norton  &  Co.  Stage  Proprietors, 
Prescott,  by  which,  Passengers  going  down 
will  arrive  in  Montreal  on  Saturday  eve- 
ning; and  Passengers  proceeding  upwards, 
will,  by  leaving  Montreal  on  Saturday 
morning,  arrive  at  Prescott  in  time  to  take 
the  Boat. 

Every  endeavor  has  been  made  to  ren- 
der the  accommodations  and  fare  on  board 
of  the  best  description. 

QueenstoHy  May  25,  1827.  l-?/*. 


Advertisement  for  steamboat  ferry  service  on  Lake  Ontario, 
V.E.  Loyalist,  9  June  1827. 
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While  Stanton's  predecessors  had  differed  with  the  government 
regarding  the  content  of  the  Gazette  (usually  resulting  in  their  dismissal), 
Stanton's  conflict  was  with  the  editors  of  the  free  press  in  York,  notably 
Mackenzie  in  the  Colonial  Advocate  and  Collins  in  the  Canadian  Freeman. 
Stanton  never  wavered  in  his  support  of  the  government.  In  the  years  he 
printed  the  U.E.  Loyalist  and  the  Loyalist,  hardly  an  issue  appeared  in  which 
he  did  not  defend  the  government's  position  on  such  issues  of  the  time  as  the 
tea  trade,  the  Naturalization  Bill,  and  Mackenzie's  assertion  that  the 
government  had  been  involved  in  damaging  the  Colonial  Advocate's  press 
and  type.   On  ties  with  Britain,  Stanton  wrote  on  9  June  1827, 

The  cause  of  all  this  wrath  [by  the  Canadian  Freeman]  (which 
vents  itself  as  usual,  in  railing,  and  calling  hard  names)  is,  that  we 
are  not  ashamed  to  avow,  that,  in  conducting  our  Journal,  we  are 
actuated  by  loyal  principles,  and  a  desire  to  strengthen  the  bonds 
of  attachment  to  the  Mother  Country.  This  being  the  very 
opposite  of  that  conduct,  which  is  persued  by  this  Freeman,  he 
works  himself  into  a  phrenzy,  and  says  that  we  deserve  no  credit 
for  our  professions. 

Letters  to  the  editor  that  criticized  the  free  press  were  often  printed 
in  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette.  Stanton  published,  in  three  parts,  the  statement 
by  the  young  Tories  who  had  been  charged  with  the  destruction  of 
Mackenzie's  press.  Their  statement,  which  appeared  in  the  U.E.  Loyalist  on 
1,  8,  and  15  March  1828,  made  clear  their  opinion  of  Mackenzie  and  their 
views  on  the  £625  settlement  awarded  him  for  a  press  they  appraised  at  not 
more  than  £50. 

By  1829,  however,  Lieutenant  Governor  Sir  John  Colbome  felt  that 
editorial  comment  was  not  a  role  for  the  government  printer,"*^  and  he 
restricted  Stanton's  duties  to  publishing  government  business.  No  longer 
permitted  to  print  non-government  material,  Stanton  stopped  issuing  the 
Loyalist,^^  thus  ending  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette's  contributions  as  a 
community  paper.  From  this  point  the  free  press  took  over  entirely  the  role 
of  supplying  readers  with  news,  essays,  editorial  comment,  and  advertising. 
By  now  the  free  press  was  fimily  established  in  Upper  Canada.  Kingston, 
Brockville,  York,  St.  Catharines,  and  Niagara  each  had  at  least  one 
newspaper.  They  reported  the  news  and  events  more  extensively  than  the 
Upper  Canada  Gazette,  had  greater  local  appeal,  and  attracted  more 
advertisers. 
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The  Declining  Years 

With  the  union  of  the  Canadas  in  1841,  the  Canada  Gazette  replaced  the 
Upper  Canada  Gazette  as  the  official  government  newspaper.  The  Upper 
Canada  Gazette,  however,  continued  to  be  printed  "by  authority"  until  the  late 
1840s.  Stanton  would  have  been  appointed  Queen's  Printer  for  the  Province 
of  Canada  but  for  the  sudden  death  of  Governor  Lord  Sydenham  in  1841. 
Lord  Stanley,  the  British  Colonial  Secretary,  did  not  feel  obliged  to  honour 
Sydenham's  promises,  so  Stanton  was  relieved  of  his  duties  as  government 
printer.  He  was  appointed  collector  of  customs  for  Toronto  in  1843."^  The 
last  issue  of  the  Gazette  to  carry  Stanton's  name  appeared  on  12  September 
1844,  eighteen  years  after  he  had  been  appointed  "Printer  to  the  King's  Most 
Excellent  Majesty."  Richard  Watson,  his  foreman,  printed  the  Gazette  until 
1848  or  1849.  He  died  in  the  great  Toronto  fire  of  7  April  1849  while  trying 
to  save  type  from  the  printing  office.'*'^  The  paper  was  not  revived. 

The  Upper  Canada  Gazette  was  published  for  over  fifty  years. 
Through  the  course  of  its  publishing  history.  Upper  Canada  grew  from  a 
province  with  a  small  scattered  population  to  one  with  over  732,000 
inhabitants."^^  As  the  population  grew,  the  province's  economy  developed 
and  its  social  and  political  institutions  evolved.  It  had  begun  with  an 
agrarian-based  economy  and  developed  commercial,  manufacturing,  and 
banking  enterprises.  Much  of  the  social  and  commercial  development  of 
Upper  Canada  can  be  traced  through  the  Gazette's  advertisements  and  notices: 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  the  establishment  of  schools  in  all  the  districts,  the 
construction  of  the  Welland  and  Rideau  canals,  and  the  founding  of  Bytown 
(now  Ottawa).  Transportation  notices  record  steamboat  ferry  service  between 
Niagara,  Yoric,  and  Kingston,  inaugurated  in  1817,  and  overland  stage  service. 
The  Gazette  reported  the  establishment  of  breweries,  saw  and  grist  mills,  and 
linen  and  woolen  mills,  the  development  and  growth  during  the  1820s  of 
manufacturing  industries,  and  the  founding  of  the  Bank  of  Upper  Canada.  In 
the  same  period  Upper  Canada  moved  politically  from  a  society  dominated 
by  the  61ite  known  as  the  Family  Compact  through  refonu  and  rebellion  to 
unification  with  Lower  Canada.  For  both  govermnent  announcements  and 
local  news,  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette  is  a  valuable  primary  source  of 
infomiation  on  the  social,  economic,  and  political  evolution  of  Upper  Canada. 
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NEW  ESTABLISHMENT,— to  com- 
mence FIR  ST  DECEMBER,  1827,  be- 
tween KINGSTON  and  YORK.  Leaves 
Kingston  and  York  on  Mondays  and  Tliurs- 
days  at  12  o'clock,  n  oon,  precisely,  &  arrives 
on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  A.  M. 

OCp*  Stage  Fare  through,  £2  10.  Inter- 
mediate distances,  three  pence  half  penny  per 
mile.  30 lbs.  baggage  allowed  each  passen- 
ger, extra  baggage,  200  lbs.  equal  to  a  passen- 
ger. All  baggage  at  the  risque  of  the  owner. 
Stage  Rooks  kept  at  HowanVs  Hotels  York, 
and  at  the  Marmon  House  Hotel,  Kingston. — 
Extras  furnished  at  either  of  the  above  places 
for  any  part  of  the  Country/. 

Tiie  Proprietors  of  this  line,  flatter  them- 
selves that  they  will  be  able  to  give  satisfac- 
tion to  such  as  may  feel  disposed  to  patronize 
them. 

H.  NORTON.  ^'  Co.,  Kingston. 
J.  OGDEN,  York. 
November,  ^\st,  18^27.  27-3?n. 


Advertisement  for  stage  service  between  York  and  Kingston, 
Upper  Canada  Gazette,  12  January  1828. 
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Appendix  I 
Printers  of  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette 


Louis  Roy 
Gideon  Tiffany 

Titus  Geer  Simons 

John  Bennett 

John  Cameron 

Edward  William  McBride 

Robert  Charles  Home 
Charles  Fothergill 
Robert  Stanton 
Richard  Watson 


1793  -  1794 

1794  -  1797  (with  Silvester  Tiffany  as 

assistant  from  1796) 

1797  -  1801  (with  WiUiam  Waters 
1798  -  1801) 

1801  -  1807 

1807-  1815 

1815  -  1816  (A.  Mercer  printed  at  least 
one  issue  in  1816) 

1817  -  1821 

1822  -  1825 

1826  -  1844 

1844  -  1849 
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Appendix  II 
Significant  Dates  in  the  History  of  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette 

1792  John  Graves  Simcoe  hires  Louis  Roy  to  become  the  first  printer  in 
Upper  Canada. 

1793  18  April:  first  issue  of  the  weekly  Upper  Canada  Gazette,  or 
American  Oracle. 

1794  Louis  Roy  resigns;  he  is  replaced  by  Gideon  Tiffany. 

1796  Tiffany's  brother  Silvester  is  hired  as  assistant  printer. 

1797  Gideon  Tiffany  is  forced  to  resign;  Titus  Geer  Simons  becomes 
govermnent  printer. 

1798  William  Waters  is  hired  to  assist  Simons.  Upper  Canada  Gazette  is 
transferred  to  York  from  Niagara. 

1801       John  Bennett  is  hired  as  government  printer. 

1 807  John  Cameron  changes  name  of  Upper  Canada  Gazette,  or  American 
Oracle  to  York  Gazette. 

1813-     Gazette  suspended  when  the  press  is  damaged  by  the  Americans 

1814  during  occupation  of  York. 

1815  Edward  W.  McBride  assumes  duties  of  printer  after  Cameron's 
death. 

1817  Robert  Charles  Home  becomes  printer;  reinstates  original  name  but 
drops  "or  American  Oracle";  issues  a  second  section  called  York 
Weekly  Post. 

1822  Charles  Fothergill  becomes  printer,  changes  title  of  second  section 
to  Weekly  Register. 
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1826      Robert  Stanton  appointed  printer,  issues  second  section  of  Gazette 
called  U.E.  Loyalist. 

1841       Upper  Canada  Gazette  loses  official  status  because  of  union  of  the 
Canadas  but  continues  to  be  printed  "by  authority." 

1844       Stanton  loses  position  as  Queen's  Printer;  his  foreman,  Richard 
Watson,  assumes  duties  as  printer  of  Gazette. 

1849      Richard  Watson  dies  in  fire;  Upper  Canada  Gazette  is  not  revived. 
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